


Commuting Martin

September 1, 1962
Dear Friends:

For the last eight years my family have moved up to our cottage the last day
of school for the entire summer. The cottage is located on a beautiful treed lot
on the sandy shores of Lake Simcoe fifty miles north from the offices of Empire
Stamp Company. It has been my habit to commute each week day. At first this
was a lot of driving but during the last four years my sons Bill and Bob have acted
as chauffeur. This summer Bill the oldest is working in a brokerage firm in New
York City in the research department, so Bob is doing the driving. I sit in the
back seat and read, sleep or do some work on stamps. This letter is being written
en route north after a busy and hot day in the ecity.

Mr. and Mrs. Kendall of Toronto are both over eighty and shortly will celebrate
their sixtieth wedding anniversary. Both are ardent stamp collectors and each
Sunday afternoon it has been their practice to get out their stamps and work to-
gether sorting and mounting. This has been going on for many years and with
a number of volumes, mainly complete mint sets particularly strong in Europe.
Serious illness necessitated the sale of this collection so Mrs. Kendall telephoned
me and within a couple of hours I had visited their home, valued and bought the
stamps. They were both pleasantly surpriced at the amount being much higher
than was expected. Stamps do go up in price and it is perhaps fortunate that
they were not counting on the stock market at this time.

Add half a million. A new purchase of a Canadian stock advances our last
month inventory to over the twelve and a half million mark. The condition of
this lot was excellent and a eredit to the original owner who had soak-sorted and
held the stamps for many years. He writes as follows, “Let me thank you for
your forthright and prompt way in dealing with my lot of Canadian stamps and
I am glad to accept your cheque. I shall be pleased when I get time to count the
balance of my other accumulations to give you opportunity to purchase them along
with my British Colony collection.”

Now let me tell you about a really big deal. In June I negotiated and completed
the purchase of a large stock of stamps from an English dealer of the 1960 World
Refugee Stamp Commemoratives. The lot was in two parts the first was all
complete mint sets with a face value of over twenty thousand dollars and the
second part is all first day covers with a total retail value of the two lots in excess
of a hundred thousand dollars. The stamps were ghipped in thirty-eight large
parcels. During the middle of July the first eight parcels were received in soaking
wet condition. Naturally we rushed to open them and what a sorry mess we had
on our hands. Dampness was penetrating into the mint sets and we had a staff
of fourteen people on separating the sheets, tearing the sheets margins off and
laying them out to dry at the same time trying not to let them curl too much.
This went on for two days and because of our speed and experienced staff, we
were able to salvage the biggest part. Among the damaged was one lot of five
thousand sets of Tunisia worth twelve hundred dollars that was stuck together as
solid as a brick. It was enough to give me ulcers.

May I suggest that you support your local stamp club this fall by attending
meetings regularly. Also remember to come and visit me at Empire,

Philatelieally yours,

-~
Empire Stamp Corporation Limited

1150 YONGE STREET . TORONTO, CANADA
(Telephone WA, 1-8967)
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\n-e Editor Speaks Out . . .

! A FTER we had sent our last issue to press,
we recalled another Canadian from one of

lour more “distant” vlaces, Larry Bell, of Saint

|John, N.B., who was present at Windsor.

We do not often see—or hear—from our
| Atlantic provinces members—of chapters—so
it was with pleasure to see one of them pre-
sent at our Annual Convention.

e S

That bundle of energy Doc Boyd is still on
the go. It seemed to us that we had hardly
recovered from our strenuous days at Canpex
when we received a posteard from Norm and
Barbara Boyd mailed in Reims on the 7 July.
They are touring Western Europe by car with
their four children.

oY oW

The stands and frames used at Canpex were
the subject of quite a few favourable com-
ments. It may be of interest to some of our
chapters across the country to learn that
theze are available to them.

While it would not, of course, be worth-
while having them sent for a small exhibition,
it might be ugeful in the case of a larger show.
Both stands and frames are very easily put
together and mounting is no problem.

We hope to publish more about this in a
more detailed manner in our next issue.

Yo &

We were in Ottawa recently to await the
arrival of our first granddaughter (and it
was!) and called on Jack Carpenter, the head
of the Postage Stamp Division, who showed
us a die proof of the new Queens which will
replace the present low values.

These have been a long time in production
—it must be nearly three years since we first
heard of them—but we must admit that the
P.O. has turned out a first class job. We
have no idea of their worth from the artistic
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point of view, but we do know that the
design pleased us very much indeed and
we have a feeling that it will please most
collectors,

While we were sworn to secrecy about
this, we note that only a few days after
our visit there was an item in the Tor-
onto Star about the designer and two or
three days later the new stamp was
shown in some of the daily papers. Some
secrecy!

The first value to appear will be on
sale this fall, before November.

The designer is Ernest Roch, a shy-
looking 33-year old Austrian-born Mont-
real artist, who has been in Canada
since 1953.

He went over to London where the
Queen sat for him on two occasions. Mr.
Roch says “She was very charming and
very nice to talk to. She told me she
had been to Canada and liked it very
much”,

We hope that before this issue of CP
is “put to bed” we shall be able to ob-
tain a photo of the new design and re-
produce it in these pages.

Elsewhere our readers will find a news
item regarding the merger of Wing-
field’s and Gibbons’. Gibbons’ already
had Harmer, Rooke & Co. Ltd. by their
side, so this is really getting to be a
gigantic organization.

We are not quite certain in our mind
that we approve of this “big business”
principle in the stamp world, but then
we may be feeling the weight of our
years and being “old-fashioned”. Pos-
sible! We must admit that we have a
certain fondness for some of the old
dealers whose store is remarkable by
its untidiness and who, when asked for
a particular stamp, pull out envelopes
and show boxes from all sorts of odd
corners. Some of them always seem to
have a very desirable item, a particular
cancellation, or some interesting variety,
tucked away. One old timer in Mont-
real always seemed to us to have quite
an aversion to sell anything other than
new issues.

However, an old-established firm like
Gibbons’, reinforced still more by such a
powerful—and competent— personality
as A. L. Michael, of Wingfield’s (known
to many of us in Canada as “Mike”),
should turn out to be a great organiza-
tion.

What we would dread would be to see
some of our Canadian tycoons, such as
E. P. Taylor or Roy Thomson or Garfis=ld
Weston, start taking an interest in the
philatelic world. Heaven forbid!

-+

What we do really regret in this mer-
ger of two great firms is the disap-
pearance of that bright publication THE
STRAND STAMP JOURNAL. We al-
ways thought it was much more “read-
able” than Gibbons’ Stamp Monthly.
But then the probability is—at least we
hope so—that the combination of the two
will bring out one of the best journals
in the philatelic world — always, of
course, excepting one little publication
which shall be nameless but which our
readers will recognize—in all modesty,
of course!

B+ ol /o

The flood of “speculative” new issues
that is inundating us at the present time
is a source of anxiety and we hope, be-
ginning in our next number, to be able
to start a system warning our readers
and members against the some of the
very doubtful things being placed on
the market. It is getting to be quite a
“racket”, what with accompanying “im-
perfs.”, doubtful ‘“souvenir” sheets

(Continued on page 238)

WANTED
A COMPLETE COPY OF
BARTLETT PRINTS
IN THE BOOK by N. P. Willis

CHRIS MOORE
64 Oakmount Road
Toronto 9, Ont.




ST. KITTS-NEVIS
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by Eric Glasgow. M.A.. Ph. D.

THE popularity of the stamps of the
British West Indies, always consider-
able, has grown in recent years. Yet it
is the larger islands, such as Barbados
and Antigua, which usually receive most
attention, to the relative neglect of smal-
ler units, such as the composite Colony
of St. Kitts-Nevis, one of the Leeward
Islands, between Montserrat and the
Virgin Islands. St. Kitts itself, formerly
known as St. Christopher, is an oval-
shaped, voleanic island, 18 miles long
and up to 5 miles wide. It is traversed
by a rugged mountain range, rising to
a height of over 4,000 feet, in Mt. Misery,
in the North. In the S.E. it narrows into
an isthmus, which then expands into a
knob which contains salt-ponds. The
coastal plains and valleys are fertile,
yielding sugar, cotton, coconuts, and
other tropical fruits. These are export-
ed through Basseterre, the capital, situ-
ated on the south coast of the island.

Called “Liamuiga”, or the “fertile isle”
by the Caribs, St. Kitts is supposed to
have been discovered by Columbus in
1493, and it is often called the “Mother
Colony of the West Indies”, because it
was the first to be settled by the British.
It was first colonized in 1623, by a Bri-
tish expedition under Sir Thomas War-
ner, who has given his name to the park,
near Basseterre, shown in the current 2

cents stamp, and whose tomb appears in
the 12 cents value of the same set. Un-
like Antigua, St. Kitts, was, subsequent-
ly, much in dispute between British and
French. A French settlement, under
Esnambue, was made as early as 1625,
and the island was partitioned. It did
not become an entire British possession
until the Treaty of Utrecht, of 1713, and
even then, the acquisition was disputed
by the French until the Treaty of Ver-
sailles, of 1783. Thereafter, the island
became valuable especially for sugar, as
is illustrated by the highest value of the
current set. This one-crop economy
meant difficulties after the emancipa-
tion of the slaves, in 1833, hence the in-
creasing cultivation of the famous “sea-
island” cotton.

Like most of the British West Indies,
St. Kitts has a postal history of uncom-
mon interest. Handstruck datestamps
exist from as early as 1746, circular and
in black, and inscribed “St. Christophers”
until 1789. The later versions, from 1812,
are relatively inexpensive, so they are
well worth accumulating by collectors, as
introductory material. The earliest “ship
letters” from St. Kitts date from 1841,
and “General Post” stamps, reading “St.
Kitts Paid”, in red, date from 1846. Be-
tween 1856 and 1860, certain values of
the then-current G.B. stamps—the 1d.,
2d,, 4d., 6d. and 1s. values—were used

AUCTION —

13 ANNUAL EXHIBITION
OCTOBER 12, 13 and 14, 1962

Niagara Frontier Federation of Stamp Clubs
BOURSE and BANQUET
MERRITTON COMMUNITY CENTRE

ST. CATHARINES, ONT.
(Sponsored by St. Catharines Stamp Club, Chapter 43, R.P.S.C.)
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at Basseterre, St. Kitts, without any
distinctive overprint; they can, therefore,
be recognized only by the “Al12” post-
mark, which was applied. The use of
these stamps stopped in 1860, when the
control of the post office at Basseterre
passed into the hands of the local au-
thorities. From that year until 1st
April, 1870, when the first definitives
appeared for St. Christopher, handstruck
“St, Kitts Paid” stamps had to serve at
Baszeterre.

Under the old name of St. Christopher,
stamps were issued from 1st April, 1870,
to 81st October, 1890, when they were
superseded by the general sets for the
Leeward Islands. These stamps have a
tasteful and dignified Victorian design,
and they include a number of very in-
teresting bisects, inverted surcharges,
and other philatelic material, of some
attraction for the professed philatelic
student.

Meanwhile, the adjoining island of
Nevis, which is separated from St. Kitts
by a two-mile strait called the Narrows,
had had its own independent history.
Nearly ecircular in shape, it rises in the
centre to 3,696 feet in Nevis Peak. Its
chief produce is “sea-island” cotton, as
shown in the 48 cents value of the cur-
rent set; this has now replaced sugar
in the island. The capital and port is
Charlestown, in the centre of the west
coast, and just north of this is the idyllie
seaside resort, known as Pinneys Beach,
which iz also depicted amongst the
stamps. It is spots like this which have
earned for the British West Indies their
reputation as dream-islands in the sun—
a reputation which is very well reflect-
ed in the stamp-album, despite the fact
that it ignores the proverty and corrup-
tion which still exists in most of the West
Indian islands.

Nevis was discovered by Columbus in
1493, and it was first settled by the
English, in 1628, from St. Kitts. A
wider fame has come to it as the birth-
place of Alexander Hamilton, the Ameri-
can statesman. He was born at Charles-
town on 11th January, 1757, as is illus-
trated by the very beautiful bicentenary
commemorative, of 1957. Like St. Kitts,




Nevis several times suffered Spanish
and French attacks, until it was finally
handed over to Great Britain, by the
Treaty of Versailles, of 1783. By that
time, it was well known in the West
Indies as a health resort, on account of
the thermal baths which are shown in
the designs of its first definitive stamps.

There was a post-office at Nevis as
early as 1710, and early stampless letters
exist even from the seventeenth century.
Handstruck stamps, usually in black but
oceasionally in red, exist from 1800, and
“General Post Office” stamps, reading
“Paid at Nevis” within a circle and sur-
mounted by a Crown, date from, at least,
1852, Between 1856 and 1860, stamps
of Great Britain—the 1d., 2d., 4d., 6d.
and 1s. values—were used at Charles-
town, without any overprint; they are
recognizable from the “A09” postmark,
which was there applied. These stamps,
especially ‘on‘ cover”, constitute most in-
teresting material.  As in St. Kitts,
their use ceased in 1860; and thereafter,
until the first definitive stamps of Nevis
were issued, in 1861, handstruck stamps
had to suffice. In 1961, Nevis celebrat-
ed the centenary of its first stamps. The
first issue is rare, but its later versions
are less costly, and all are rich in phila-
telic material. The dignified Queen
Vietoria portrait design, of 1879, too, in-
cludes a number of surcharge, bisect, and
other philatelic varieties.

The stamps of Nevis were superseded
by the general issues of the Leeward Is-
lands, on 31st October, 1890, until the
issues for “St. Kitts-Nevis” began, in
1903. Leeward Islands stamps continued
to be used concurrently with these is-
sues until 1st July, 1956, when the gen-
eral Leeward Islands issues were dis-
continued. Leeward Islands stamps,
ued in either St. Kitts or in Nevis, should
certainly be represented in any collec-
tion. The stamps of St. Kitts-Nevis are
colourful, well-designed, and very worth-
while, despite the well-known anachron-
ism of “Columbus and the Telescope”, in
the first issue. Perhaps it is the modern
sets which are most interesting, beginn-
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NEW
AUTHORITATIVE
UP-TO-DATE

THE RYERSON

CANADIAN
STAMP ALBUM

Douglas Patrick, F.R.P.5.L.,
and Mary Patrick

Collectors of Canadian Postage Stamps
will welcome this attractive album, con-
veniently arranged in chronological order
to follow Holmes Catalogue, Designed
by a leading authority, each page is
meticulously arranged yet allows the
collector to build around the illustrations
with his ewn design. A loose leaf binding
permits the addition of extra pages if
needed, $6.00.

THE RYERSON PRESS
299 Queen 5t. West,

Toronto 2-B, Canada
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ing with the King George VI set, of 1938;
this includes a number of arresting col-
our variations,

The Anguilla tercentenary overprints,
of 1950, draw attention to the fact that
this small coral island, 35 square miles
in area, is attached to the Colony of St.
Kitts-Nevis. In fact, it is geographically
separated from the parent-island of St.
Kitts by the Dutch West Indian islands
of St. Eustatius, Saba, and St. Martin.
An excellent map of it is shown in the
2.40 cents value, of the 1954 Queen Eliza-
beth II set. Anguilla has a healthy
climate, although water is scarce. With
a population of just over 5,000, it grows
chiefly “sea-island” cotton. It was dis-
covered by Columbus in 1493, and colon-
ized by the British in 1650. Stamps used
in Anguilla would be interesting addi-
tions to any collection.

Since the King George VI set, of 1952,
the Colony has adopted the rather un-
wieldly title of “St. Christopher, Nevis
and Anguilla”, This set, in particular,
gives a very vivid idea of the various
scenic attractions of the Colony. If care-
fully arranged, it can bring into our
stamp-albums not a little of the warmth,
colour and vitality of these remote and
easily-forgotten islands, encompassed by
the azure blue of the legendary Caribbean
Sea. Its very name is attractive, repre-
sentative of a world of small things, de-
tached from the larger strife without—
and it is a less obvious choice than Trini-
dad, Barbados, or Dominica. The postal
history material apart, there is plenty of

i

AND WILL PAY TOP PRICES FOR
DEALERS STOCK AND LARGE HOLDINGS OF:

WE WANT TO BUY

*SETS AND SINGLES—Up to 1.000.000 of a kind.
*COLLECTIONS & ACCUMULATIONS—Only better-grade.
*REMAINDER STOCKS & LARGE HOLDINGS—Every type.

Please send us @ listing or description of what you have to offer—it will receive prompt
attention. Minimum value must be over $500.

Martin Sellinger

scope for the contempory “postmarks”
enthusiast. In addition to stamps used
in Anguilla, he ecan search for some of
the remoter places elsewhere in the Col-
ony. In St. Kitts, for instance, there
are the settlements of Old Road (the
gite of Warner’s first settlement, in 1623,
in the shadow of Mt. Misery), Sandy
Point, Dieppe Bay, Tabernacle, and Cay-
on, in addition to Basseterre, the capital;
these occupy the coastal fringes. Nevis,
on the other hand, has Zion Hill, Fig
Tree, Cotton Ground, and Newcastle, as
well as its capital of Charlestown. Again,
the villages encircle the central core of
Nevis Peak. The curious little village
church of Fig Tree, about 3 miles south
of Nevis Peak, is memorable because it
was here that Horatio Nelson, then a
young naval officer of 29 in charge of
the West Indies squadron, stationed at
English Harbour, Antigua, married the
widow, Mrs. Nisbet, on 12th March, 1787.

The Colony of St. Kitts-Nevis is, thus,
one of the most interesting and attract-
ive of all the British West Indies. It
has a large and varied appeal—for the
philatelist, especially amongst the early
issues of St. Christopher and Nevis; for
the postal historian, with the interest-
ing pre-stamp and handstruck material,
up to 1861, for Nevis, and up to 1870,
for St. Christopher; and outstandingly
perhaps, for the more ordinary “designs”
collector, who will appreciate all the
colour and profusion of the Colony’s
background, and value it as a compact

(Continued on page 248)

White Plains, N.Y., U.S.A.
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YOU'VE
HEARD
OF
uUs

Have we heard of you? If not, you cannct
but gain by writing for a gratis sample copy
of the airmail edition of the current cata-
logue of our three-weekly sales and "Up
the Gawvel Path', which will explain "how"
and "why": You may pay for purchases in
Canadian Currency to our Toronto bank, too:
Just complete the coupon below in block
letters.

PLYMCUTH PHILATELIC
AUCTIONS LTD.

Mermaid House
34 New Street, Plymouth, Devon, England.

Please forward by airmail coples of your cur-
rent catalogue and "Up the Gavel Path"
toi—

Name

Address

® FORTNIGHTLY LISTS of fine Brit.
® POSTAL “SPOT"” AJICTIONS which

® WANT LISTS recorded when they are

The foiluwinf are a few of the more
te

WE SPECIALIZE
IN WANT LISTS

Try our unique SERVIGE
* ALL COUNTRIES *

Satisfied clients have been our
best advertisement for over a

decade.
Montreal Philatelic
Service, Reg’d.
G.P.O. Box 212,

Montreal, Que.
Member A.S.D.A,

S.G. SCOTT PRICE
TURKS
109 L] H2/6 8
108 ] 67/6 $10.40
117-126 13-22 B62/6 $9.46
13% and a
in pair. MR 1a £9 $27.75
VIRGIN IS.
3 used ofe 2b 56/ $8.40
15 —_ 46/- §7
40 — H2/6 §8
488 2la 45/- §7
54-62 used 28-37 122/8 $18.90
62 used a7 52/6 $8
86-89 49-52 £2 $6.15
110-21 76-87 62/6 $9.45
do used 76/ $11.50
ZANZIBAR
126a used — 42/6 $6.60
224 93 66/ §8.40
310-22 201-13 45 /= §7
do used 46/- $7
ZULULAND
1-10 1-10 96 /- $14.60
20-27 15-22 b2/6 $8
ADEN
1-12 1-12 £18.10 $56.90
do used £18.10 $66.90
1-10 used 1-10 £3 89 20
11 11 76/ $11.50
ANTIGUA
30 used 17 130/- $20
31-40 21-30 £10.10 832
32a —_ £2 £6.156
32a used —_ 47/6 $7.26
40 a0 T2/6 $11.156
49 41 52/8 s
55-61 58-64 £8.15 $26.80
65-60 hE-63 62/6 8
81-80 used 67-76 £13 $38.80
90 6 £7 $21.50

Weston Lea, Albury, Guildford, England

Whether BUYER or SELLER
you should use the
{.wf’ﬁnﬁ.v}\!-ﬂﬂwlv“'}

Tyl Hunter
LRICLRAIMNS  STAMP SERVICE

WHICH INCLUDES

Colonials (mostly at % eat.) priced
6d to £5 each, You will need a Stanley
Gibbon's catalogue for these lists.

avoid the usual risks taken by buyers

and sellers. (No deal complete until
you have seen the lot and are satisfied).

unable to be filled immediately. Scott
Numbers O.K.

valuable items at present in stock
(mint unless marked U):

Each FORTNIGHTLY LIST contains
about 4,000 items country by country

Write for Free Copy to

B. J. HUNTER
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Editor's Note: This series of Ed Rich-
ardson’s notes should have appeared in
our last issue, and those in our last
issue in the present one. Ed, always the
perfect contributor, sends us two or three
series at a time, and we did not notice
our error till the page proofs had come
in, too late to make a change. Our
apologies to Ed and our readers.

#594—GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY
NEWSPAPER STAMP

If the notorious 8. Allan Taylor was
the fabricator of this bogus Canadian
“Jocal” how come it exists in only the
one variety? This hardly seems to be
the way in which Taylor operated. Nor-
mally he printed his “stamps” on numer-
ous varieties of paper, and in various
colours of ink. Yet this is known only
in black on a rather stiff yellow buff
paper,—almost a light card.

While it is generally supposed that
the Grand Trunk Railway stamp in-
seribed “For One Newspaper Only” was
produced by Taylor, let us review vari-
ous characteristics of this item, and
compare them with known Taylor fabri-
cations.

1. The GTR item is a neat, simple,
typeset job. Taylors usually fea-
ture some faney design or portrait,
and if typeset contain a fancy orna-
mental border.

2. The GTR item is printed on a heavy
paper, nearly a light card. Thae
usual Taylor item is printed on a
medium weight wove, or occasion-
ally laid, paper.

The HOLLOW TREE

By ED. RICHARDSON (R.P.S.C. 6991)
303 PIN OAK DR, LA MARQUE, TEXAS, US.A.

3. The GTR item is a large stamp,
measuring approx. 30 x 30 mm. The
usual Taylor item measures approx.
20 x 256 mm. or smaller.

4. The GTR item is known in only
one variety. The usual Taylor item
existz in numerous varieties.

5. The GTR item is a Newspaper
stamp and claims to be associated
with a Railroad.

Taylor is not known to have issued
any Newspaper stamps other than
this, if indeed he issued it. Further-
more the only known time he issued
a “local” connected with a Cana-
dian Railroad wasg in connection
with “Baldwin’s Railroad Postage”,
—and here he was imitating an is-
sue put out by Craig & Melvin of
Saint John, N.B.

No, the evidence, admittedly strictly
cirecumstantial, indicates that the Grand
Trunk Railway Newspaper Stamp was
jssued by someone other than Taylor.
Then who?

Our best guess is that it may have
been another fabrication of Craig and
Melvin of Saint John, N.B, Their Bald-
win “local” was of a large size, approx.
30 x 26 mm.; they are sometimes found
on a thick stock, almost a light card;
and they issued the only known “R.R.
Local”.

Anyway the Grand Trunk Railway
stamp is a tough one to locate, and
missing in most Canadian “Local” col-
lections.



#595—THE NEWFOUNDLAND
“WAYZATA”

In three of Jim Sissons’ auctions of
the past year a full sheet of 20 of this
interesting “essay” has come under the
hammer, This is the first time that we
can recall this many being offered for
sale in some years.

Sanabria lists this item as #504, but
notes that it was “Prepared for pro-
posed Trans-Atlantic flights — Never
put in use”. They classify it as a New-
foundland Semi-Official. We feel that
since it was never put into use, that it
would be more correct to list it among
the Essays.

The three sheets sold at $22, $24, and
$28, or for an average of approx. $25
per sheet which is full Sanabria cata-
logue value.

With these items bringing these kind
of prices, it may encourage those who
hold any supplies at all, to bring them
out of hiding. We know that there is
a good demand for singles and blocks

as well.
[ #

#596—MANITOBA 1885 10¢ LAW
“C.F.”—PIN PERFORATED

Some time ago, we added to our col-
lection an interesting variety, not listed
in Holmes, C.R.S., or Marks. This is
the 6 scallop design, overprinted “C.F.”
in black,—the 10¢ value. Normally of
course these are perforated 12%. How-
ever this example is a very definite pin-
perf.—in mint condition.

We would be interested in knowing of
other copies of this variety,—or of other
Manitoba Law stamps with pin perfora-
tions, or roulettes.
' *® % %

#597—POSTAL STATIONERY
NOVELTY

Bert Bauleh of Port Credit recently
sent us an interesting postal stationery
novelty., At first glance it is merely a
small 16 page folder, issued by the
Equitable Life Assurance Society. But
bound in ag the back cover is a copy of
Canada’s post card of 1887, — Holmes’
#1406b,—the 1¢ slate blue.
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The entire little folder is exactly the
same size as the card. The purpose, of
course, was to provide a ready mailing
card, requesting further information re-
garding their insurance program, Oddly
enough however the card does not bear
a printed address. We wonder how
many of these cards were used for pur-
pose intended? We would guess that
at least 85% were used for other per-
sonal correspondence!

EO T

Galley 4—PHILATELIST
#598—IMPERFORATE GUTTER
BLOCKS

About a year and a half ago, in packet
#504, we mentioned a horizontal gutter
block of 8, imperforate, consisting of
two imperforate blocks of 4 with the
wide vertical gutter between. This was
in connection with the 1935 Daedalus
Airmail issue of 1935.

At that time we stated “We have long
suspected that many of the imperfor-
ates of the 1035-1940 issues existed in
uncut sheets”, (not post-office panes),
“‘and that therefore gutter blocks would

{Continued on page 245)
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The Nazi Period of Germamny

BY E. HOFFMANN

PART TWO

FTER the peaceful conquest of Aus-
tria, the course of further events
was well mapped out.

The next on the list of victims was
Czechoslovakia, and Hitler started the
propaganda war in the newspapers
against his unhappy neighbour as early
as May 1938. Reports were published
showing how the German minorities near
the border, the “Sudeten-Germans”, were
ill-treated by the Czechoslovakian au-
thorities. At the same time Hitler sent
mesasges to the British Government,
to improve German-Czech relations!!
But the Czechs were in every way mark-
ed out for destruction. Henlein, the
leader of the Sudeten-German Party, was
told by Hitler in Berlin to make impos-
sible demands on the Czechoslovakian
government, thereby making any peace-
ful settlement impossible and the des-
truetion of Czechoslovakia a certainty.
On May 30, 1938, six months before the
actual crisis, Hitler signed a directive to
the Supreme Command of the armed
forces, which stated: “It is my unalter-
able decision to smash Czechoslovakia
by military action in the near future.
The first of October, 1938, is to be the
latest date.” Hitler continued the psy-
chological weakening of his selected vie-
tim, and Britain and France were con-
tinually pressed by the Germans to
realize the obstinacy of the Czechs and
the dangers arising from this obstinate
resistance to what were made to appear
just German claims.

Hitler’'s Luck

The British Government, alas, showed
itsef dutifully impressed by the German
entreaties and sent Lord Runciman to
investigate conditions in Czechoslovakia.
This in itself was an admission that Hit-
ler’s claims could be justified. At the
same time, the Nazis encouraged the

Poles and Hungarians to bring up claims
which they, too, had on Czechoslovakian
territories. Hitler’s luck held. In his
speech on September 12, 1938, he stirred
up excitement among the Sudeten Ger-
mans to such a pitch that the Czechoslo-
vakian government was forced to declare
martial law. The German newspapers
talked now of Czech terror against the
Sudeten Germans and the campaign rose
to a fever pitch. Hitler had thus the
excuse for intervention that he wished
for. At this point the British Prime
Minister intervened and Neville Cham-
belain flew first to Godesberg, then to
Munich, to negotiate with Hitler. The
parleys did not solve anything, of course,
but merely gave Hitler what he would
have had anyhow. Another portion of
Europe returned “Heim ins Reich”, home
to the Fatherland! Se. B132/3 were
issued for the plebiscite which was to
confirm in December 1938 what had al-
ready been done. Numerous Czech local
issues with overprints of swastika and
“Wir sind frei”—we are liberated—were
available, and some of these are quite
rare nowadays.

Rudely Shattered

The Munich Treaty left Czechoslovakia
quite defenceless, and Chamberlain’s
words of “Peace in our time” were rude-
ly shattered only six months later, when
Hitler calmly occupied the whole of Cze-
choslovakia and made it a “protectorate”
of Germany, with Baron von Neurath as
protector. The British Government,
thoroughly aroused now, started belated
talks with Soviet Russia, to stem the tide
of events. But there was still no sense
of urgency in the talks and they were
broken off when Germany made the sen-
sational announcement that Soviet Russia
and Germany had made a non-aggression
pact for ten years. That in itself sealed
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the fate of Foland and the guarantees
for the Folish frontier by the British
Government alone could not stop the in-
evitable course of events. On Septem-
ber 1, 1939, Hitler’s troops marched into
Poland, and when, after being called
upon to withdraw, there was no response,
Neville Chamberlain saw himself practi-
cally compelled to declare war on Ger-
many on September 3, 1939.

As William Shirer says in his “Berlin
Diary”, Hitler’s objective was mnothing
less than straightforward world domina-
tion. Henriette van Schirach, wife of
the Hitler Youth Leader, mentions the
following interview she had with Hitler
in 1942, Hitler by that time did not be-
lieve in total victory any more, but
worked for the ultimate aim of a peace
treaty, with Germany as the victorious

partner, to be signed with due ceremony
at the old Emperor’s rooms of Charle-
magne in Aachen. Mrs. von Schirach
asked Hitler now: “And what are you
going to do with Moscow, Herr Hitler ?”
Hitler's reply to that was: “I shall ex-
tinguish that name completely. Where
Moscow now stands today, there is to be
a vast, empty dust-bowl.” It is inter-
esting nowadays to recall that Goebbels
prepared as early as 1940 for victory
celebrations in Berlin. Free food and
free beer was to be given the whole po-
pulation, there was to be dancing in the
streets of Berlin. Cities were to be re-
built and Konigsberg was to have a war
museum to store the looted treasures
from the East.

Hitler himself is depicted on a number
of stamps, definitives, birthday stamps,
with Mussolini, as a child, Hitler the
orator, and so on. (Sc. B118, B120, B137,

B140, B147, B170, B189, B190, B203,
B231/6, B271). I can only say that he
was an evil genius, capable of arousing
the basest feelings of the German nation
and giving it tangible expression. Wil-
liam Shirer, whom I have to quote again,
said back in 1941: “It is due to this re-
markable and terrifying man alone that
the German dream of world conquest
stands such a fair chance of coming true.

First Germans, then the world under-
estimated him. It was an appalling
error, as first the Germans and now the
world are finding out. Today, so far as
the vast majority of his countrymen are
concerned, he has reached a pinnacle
never reached before by any German
ruler. He has become, even before his
death, a myth—a legend, almost a god
with that quality of divinity which the
Japanese ascribe to their Emperor: Not-
withstanding many reports to the con-
trary which float abroad, Hitler is the
sole and absolute boss of Germany to-
day, brooking no interference from any-
body and rarely asking and almost never
heeding suggestions from intimidated
lieutenants. The men around him are
all loyal, all afraid, and none of them
are his personal friends. He has no
friends, and since the murder of Ernest
Roehm (in 1934) there has not been a
single one of his followers who address-
ed him familiarly by his Christian name
or with the familiar German ‘Du’. Goe-
ring, Goebbels, Hess, Himmler and all
the others addressed him in only one
way: ‘mein Fiihrer’.”

“Think Heroically”

That is what Shirer wrote back in 1941
and there is very little I can add to it.
Look at the Hitler blocks issued in 1938
(Sc. B102/4) with the inseription, which



only a Nazi could comprehend: “He
who wants to save a nation, must think
heroically”! Hitler certainly had a mag-
netic personality and held his followers
spellbound right up to the last moment,
when he was alone with his most loyal
officers and troops in the deep cellars
below the Reichs-Chancellory of Berlin.
It was there that he shot himself when
there was no way out and the Russians
were but five hundred yards from the
building. Professor T. Roper, commis-
sioned by the British Government to find
out all about Hitler's death, showed con-
clusively how Hitler found his death, and
it is only the mystie and romantic among
us who stubbornly refuse to believe the
collected testimony of a score of wit-
nesses who saw his body and that of Eva
Braun burning in the grounds of the
Reichs-Chancellory.

When Hitler’s reign began, the cur-
rent definitives with the head of Hinden-
burg had just come in, About a year
later these definitives were issued on
paper with a swastika watermark, of
which the Wagner set (Sc. B49/57) were
the first examples. At about the same
time, the swastika made its first appear-
ance on the stamps themselves, with the
airmail issue (Sc. C46/56). The congress

of the Nazi Party, annually held at Nur-
emberg, gave not only an opportunity
for a huge display of pageantry of gar-
gantuan dimensions (postal stationery,
card with special cancellation 13.9.1937
and 6pfg. Hitler head), but also an ex-
cuse for the annual issue of a special
set of stamps. We have here Sc. 442/3,
465/6, 479/80, B106, B120, B147. The
congresses stopped with the outbreak of
the war. As I have mentioned, Hitler
continually stressed the peaceful inten-
tions of his régime and there is quite a
range of stamps that bear him out on
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this point (Se. B59/67, 456/8), the Os-
tropa block B68, B69/78 and then the
special Olympic Games stamps specially
designed to impress the visiting foreign-
ers). The series of stamps for the Win-
ter Help programme for the poor—I
doubt if the poor ever saw a penny of

this!—recess-printed, were of the high-
est workmanship and undoubtedly of
outstanding design for this period (Sec.
B93/101, B160/8). Another outstanding
item of this period are the series of
stamps issued for the Brown Riband.
They proved soon to be very popular (Sc.
B90, including the overprinted sheet of
1937, B119, B145, B173, B192, B205,
B243, B283.
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In addition, there were quite a number
of commemoratives in honour of the
various race meetings throughout Ger-

r
r
.t

many, featuring horses.  These issues
went on, strange as it may seem, right
through the war, and no doubt reflect
Hitler's love of horses. The annexation
of Danzig after the outbreak of the war
brought about a new set of stamps of
Danzig, overprinted “Deutsches Reich”
with new values (Sc. Danzig 241/54),
and a special commemorative set of two
(Sc. 492/3). Danzig undoubtedly came
“heim ins Reich” again, It is called
Gdansk now and is as Polish as it iz ever
likely to be.

Luxembourg Annexed

There were other parts of Europe which
came “heim ins Reich”, not all of them
thus honoured. Some simply dropped
their own identities and assumed Ger-
man postage stamps, like Lorraine and
Alsace after 1941, also Luxembourg was
calmly annexed without much fuss and
bother. Eupen and Malmedy (Sc. B174/5)
still rated a special issue, since it was
separated from Germany in 1919, The
German occupation issues of Baltic
countries were the ovdinary Hitler De-
finitives of Germany with a simple over-
print of “Ostland”—Eastern Territory.
The same applies to Poland, which, while
having separate issues from those of
Germany, had stamps inseribed “Deuts-

ches Reich”—General Government. Some
Nazis must have seen the writing on the
wall as early as 1943—how clse ean one
explain the strange inseription on B250,
commemorating the abortive Nazi rising
of 1923, “Und Thr habt dech gesiegt’—
“And yet you won'.

Heroes Day was the oceasion of an-
other two sets of stamps, featuring the
armed forces, still pictured for aggres-
sive rather than defensive action (Se.
B218/29, B257/69). The pitiful attempt
to hold up the inevitable course of events
early in 1945 by the formation of the
so-called Volks-Sturm, people over 50
vears of age and under 16 years, was
commemorated in Se. B291. It held the
Russians back by merely a few more
days, and when the last Hitler commem-
orative was sold in Berlin, on April 21,
1945, Hitler was already in his bunker
deep under the Chancellory. There were
to be no more birthday stamps in his
honour. Nine days after the issue of
that stamp Berlin capitulated, and genu-
inely used specimens of this last set (S.G.
R07/98) are extremely difficult to find.

I have two curious postmarks in my
possession, and if anyone can throw light
on these I would be very grateful indeed.
They are both from Wieshaden, one on
Se. B173, reading “Waffenstillstands-
kommission, 24.8.19407, the other on S.G.
Se. B252A, B, C with the zame inserip-
tion but dated 27.3.44. So far, I have
not found reference by any historian of
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any Armistice commission taking place
as early as 1940, or even 1944, unless the
whole commmission was a mere brain-
child of the Nazis.

A better idea of Nazi propaganda in
the philatelic field can be gained by look-
ing at some of the postal stationery
jtems issued during 1983-39. The era
abounds in special postmarks, slogans
and postcards. There was a special slo-
gan postmark for the plebiscite confirm-
ing annexation of Austria, on April 10,
1938. The postmark reads “Ein Volk,

ein Reich, ein Fiihrer”, as on the stamps,
but it bears mixed franking, German and
Austrian stamps used together, and a
special cachet with the words: “Am 10
April dem Fiihrer dein ‘Ja’ "—“Vote ‘yes’
for your Fiihrer on April 10.” Danzig
has a postmark from 19.9.1939 saying:
“Danzig greets jubilantly its liberator and
Fiihrer.” There are others in the same
vein.
(Courtesy of—
The Strand Stamp Journal)

Coming Events

OCTOBER 12, 13, 14 — ST. CATHAR-
INES S.C. 13th Annual Exhibition of
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NOVEMBER 38 - LONDON PHILA-
TELIC SOCIETY—Annual Exhibition,
Bourse and Dinner, 10 a.m. Dinner
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Post Office. All visitors welcome.
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Notes on the Canadian
Admiral Issue

by HANS REICHE. RPSC 6397

It is almost 15 years ago that George Marler
published his notes on the Admiral issue. Ever
since that time the interest in that issue has
grown and the Admirals have become a classic
amongst the Canadian stamps. The last 15
years has seen a lot of research been done in
this issue and various publications and articles
have been written. A great deal though remains
to be done in order to clear up certain points, to
reduce misconceptions and false information.
Some of the data presented here is aimed at

this task.
Catalogues such as Holmes, Jarrett, Scott,

Lyman ete. are still quoting the issue as being

released in 1912. The issue was sold in 1911 covering the 1, 2, 5 and 7 cents.

Un-

fortunately, the writer has not seen any copies cancelled in 1911 but Deaville’s note
book at the Philatelic Agency clearly states the 1911 date.

A mistake which is made by almost
all sales and auction catalogues is the
value of certain shades in comparison to
others. The 1 cent green is often listed
as being scarce in the deep yellow, bluish
and deep bluish shade. If any rarity
factor be applied to the stamp it should
be for the green shade which originates
from the first few original plates. A
very clear design with sharp lines iden-
tifies this early printing. It is this
early green shade and not others which
should command a much higher price
than others. In the 2 cents red the of-
ten quoted rose shade and its variations
including the early printings are not
rare. It is the very deep carmine shade
which is extremely elusive and which has
been in use around 1921. In order to
place a particular shade of the 1 cent
green or the 2 cents red with respect
to the issue year, a dated calendar
with these stamps can be formed. Such
a calendar will show the sequence of
shades during the years and give a very
good indication of the scarcity of a par-
ticular shade. A similar erroneous state-
ment lists the pale yellow shade in the

3 cents brown as the rare one. A lot
of one thousand three cents stamps may
reveal a tenth of one per cent of the
deep brown shade in comparison to the
vellow brown and brown, making the
deep shade very hard to find. Another
even more difficult item in the 3 cents
brown is the so called dry printing.
Only six out of one hundred and twenty
plates were printed by this process.
Multiples used or mint are a nice addi-
tion to any Admiral collection. The rose
shade of the 3 cents red is not listed
anywhere. Only Die 1 has been found
in this rose shade. Many catalogues do
not even recognize the existence of two
dies in the Admirals. The 4 cents is
sometimes listed in an olive or greenish
shade. The writer had never seen a
copy which can be called this and be-
lieves that these are changelings and
not genuine shades. Much has been
written about the 7 cents bistre in the
pale sage green shade. Whatever the
name implies the greenish shade can
be found. Mint copies are almost non
existent., The writer’s copy is one of
the very few. The reddish purple shade
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with a strong red indication, almost a
light red brown, is a good shade. The
only good shade in the 20 cents comes
from the very early printing. The de-
sign is sharp and clear and the shade
is almost the same as that of the 5 cents
small Queen Montreal printing, a gray-
green, The sage green and any others
cannot be considered as rare. The con-
troversial black of the 50 cents can be
identified by the lack of the upper ver-
tical spandrel lines, the lack of the tool
seratch below the E of Postage and the
wet printing. They must come from
plate No. 2, There is a black shade in
the dry printing from plate No. 4 but
this is one that is almost as rare as the
greenish 7 cents mint.

First Day Covers exist but since no
official covers were prepared such first
day cancels on cover are extremely for-
tunate finds.

Watermarks exist in the Admiral is-
sue. A 1 cent coil strip with the water-
mark BOND is in the writer’s collection.
Stitech watermark on some of the coils
have been seen.

Tiny little guide arrows in the colour
of the stamp appear on some copies
A study of these arrows and their as-
sociated position dots may reveal some
interesting plating and layout informa-
tion.

Offsets on the 1 cents green, 2 cents
green and the 5 cents violet have been
seen, These are oddities and are not to
be regarded as constant varieties.

The 2 cents green, 5 cents violet and
the 7 cents brown are known on the thin

paper. The find of the 10 cents blue on
this thin paper has given rise that
others may exist as well. The paper
difference is almost one-thousandth of
an inch,

An ﬁ'tte’;’npt to léethe- cents brown
has been made by Mr. Keane and the

writer. The subjects of plate No. 7
show a line in the V of Seven and in
plate 8 lines in the letter N of Seven
and Cents.

The recently raised question of 20th
century re-entries on Canadian stamps
by Max Rosenthal of Toronto seem to
have failed to convince the Admiral spe-
cialists that all the so-called re-entries
on this issue are actually retouches. Ma-
jor re-entries covering the entire stamp
such as in the 1 cent green, 2 cents
green and 3 cents brown and others, in-
dicate clearly that re-entries in the true
sense of the word do exist.

(Continued on page 247)
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From Parliament Hill

by HANS REICHE (R.P.S.C. 6397)

With the knowledge that the Totem
Pole dollar value is on its way out and
soon to be replaced with another stamp,
collectors should make certain that they
have in their collection the two distinet
shades. When the stamp came out orig-
inally the shade was a deep black but
later on the shade became a deep grey.
Thiz may be due to a wear of the plates
or just a slightly different mixing of the
dyz. Both shades chould be collected and
should be listed in a specialist catalogue.

One of the largest Canadian booklet
pane collections is now being broken up
in England. It includes such rare items
as the Admiral imperforate téte-béche
blocks, various Edwards and Victoria and
other good panes. Booklet panes have
become difficult to get and are in many
cases priced below the actual scarcity
value of the item. A number of Scott
unlisted items include such raritizs as
booklet panes with plate number inscrip-
tions and guide markings. These can be
found on paneg from the Admiral issue
to tze latest Queen panes., The Admiral
booklet panes alone are a study in them-
selves in that they show a great range of
shades or types. Eleven major types
have been listed in the catalogue issued
by Drew-Smith.

A dealer in Montreal recently adver-
tised stamps with legible dates. It is
well known that in order to find properly
dated stamps of the earlier issues one
must go through a large number to find
any. Most of them have either corks,
rings and other fancy cancels in the
classical issues and on the later issues
one can find bars and wavy lines from
the machine cancels. A clearly dated
cancel which shows the entire name of
the city and the full date is rare. A recent
analysis of some Admiral material pro-
duced less than 2% of stamps with a

proper cancellation. There are some col-
lectors who would rather have a stamp
cancelled “headfree” that is where the
cancel just touches one corner of the
stamp. This will make for a good appear-
ance but many of such items can not be
trusted because they may be either can-
called to order or may be unused stamps
without gum where the cancel has been
applied many years afterwards. The
Jubilee stamps are a good example. A
flood of cancelled to order and post-
dated copies exist. Specialized catalogues
should make a distinet difference in prie-
ing of such items or a note to that
effect should be added. The writer has
been attempting to assemble a monthly
dated calendar of the two low Admiral
values with stamps showing clear can-
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cels. Such a calendar forms a hasis for
the range of shades during the entire
issue. As simple as this task sounds it
has taken him over seven years to com-
plete about 75%.

A number of comments have been
received on the missing perforation holes
which occur on the latest Queen stamps.
These missing perforation holes, or
“blind” perforations, have become num-
erous to such an extend that sometimes
entire rows look as if the stamps are
imperforated in between. This can be
attributed to either poor workmanship
and quality control or to mechanical
problems with the perforating machine.
The writer is not aware of any change
in the perforating machine itself and
attributes the missing perforation holes
to breakages and wear of pins. Such
stamps are not varieties but just odd-
ities. Some thoughts may have been
given by the printers to use missing
perforations as means of identification.

A well known stamp dealer in Scar-
borough, Ont. mailed to the writer this
little humorous story which will amuse
all collectors reading it: “I have a prob-
lem. I have two brothers. One is a
stamp collector. The other has just been
sentenced to death for murder. My
mother died from insanity when I was
three years old. My two sisters are feeble-
minded, and my father sells narcotics.
Recently I met a girl who had just been
released from a reformatory where she
served time for smothering her illegi-
timate child to death, and I want to
marry her, My problem is - if I marry
this girl, shall I tell her about my brother
who is a stamp collector ?"”

NEW U.S.A, STAMP

| APPRENTICESHI

$2.00 COMBINATION $2.00

Mint Canada Capex set #311-
14. 20 Diff. U.S. Mint Commem-
oratives Mint Br. Cols. catalogu-
ing $3.00.

Egypt Nos. 254 and 255.
Current 56 page list of Offers.

THE LOT FOR ONLY $2.00

L. C. DAVENPORT

230 Lonsmount Drive

Toronto 10, Ontario, Canada

CANADA-BRITISH EMPIRE
NEWFOUNDLAND
UNITED NATIONS
GHANA - ISRAEL

AND GENERAL FOREIGN

TOP QUALITY ONLY — MINT AND USED
SETS & SINGLES, AT BUDGEY PRICES,
you will enjoy every day.

GENEROUS DISCOUNTS from Cat. value
plus an extra 10% discount on every
purchase of $5 or more.

EVERY STAMP in every shipment is
accurately catalogued and priced net.
TWO WEEKS to examine every selection
in the privacy of your own home,
WANT LISTS also filled on approvai by
Scott, Gibbons or Minkus numbers.

ALL NEW ISSUES ON APPROVAL.

SEE BEFORE YOU BUY with no obliga-
tion any time. CANADIAN COMMEMS
used on every selection,

(A Reference Is Essential)

K. M. ROBERTSON

Box 904 VICTORIA B.€. CANADA
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AFGHANISTAN

1870/1, Shahi, deep black early print, Plate A, No. 9, used on entire to India.  $28.00
, Shahi, grey black, Plate A, No. 3, on entire ex. Mazar i Sherif. $20.00
, Shahi, black, plate A, 2 singles, No's 10 & 11 used on Native Entire. $28.00

ot o B

BAGHDAD

4. 1917. %a/5 p violet Scott N13 pair u on 2a envelope. A unique pair (the only
used examples of this stamp) ond a unique cover. Singles cat $1000 (off cover)
unused. $420.00

JAPAN

5. 1871. thin native laid. 48 mons Pl. 1 deep brown, f.u,.—defective cliche $15.00
6. 1871 ..200m vermilion pos no 30 before & after retouching, both unused $45.00
7. 1871 ..500 mons P2 deep blue green superb unused $28.00
8. 1871 ...500 mons pale blue green, piate 1, fresh unused horiz, pair. $45.00
9. 1872 .. .lasen brown, plate 2, vert. marg. pair & 2 singles on cover. Osakapmks, $128.00
10. ... ...2s. orange vermilion & pair las. grey brown, pl. 2 on neat native cover $130.00

PALESTINE

11. 1863. French P.O. perf. Napoleon 40c & 80c canc 5089 on fine E brg blue ‘French

Cross’, a rare cover ex the Rothschild corres. $175.00
12. 1906 Turkish P.O. 10 par. pair on p/c. Fine Nasre bi-lingual c.d.s. $28.00
13. 1918 1m/20p (2 diff) mint set in blocks of 4 inc. shades. (60}, $40.00
14. ... 1m/20p used on pieces with T.P.O. cancels (11). $20.00
15 1915 G.B. G.V. '4d. & 1d. on pieces. Fine Indian F.P.O, "'34" cancels, Pair .. .. $11.00
16. 1927 90m. bistre, well centred, fresh mint block of 4. $56.00

SHANGHAI

17. 1865/6, wove. 2c. black, type 1, Scott 5, fresh unused, $15.00
18. v 4c. yellow, orange shade, fresh unused pcur $27.00
19. 1365 peiure 2 cands. black, unused. Yery large margins. $15.00
20. 1893, 2c./5c, roseen, surcharge inverted, v.f. on piece. $15.00

JORDAN

21, 1933 I1m/£P1, Comp. perforated “Specimen’. Scarce set. $40.00

TURKEY

22. 1913 200pi, black & green, superb on cover. Cancelled Galata c.d.s. Rare Ent.  $70.00

When buying or selling similar material, CONSULT

LEA of the STRAND

W. E. LEA (Philatelists), LTD., 446 Strand, London, W.C.2
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THE MAIL BAG

FROM A CANPEX GOLD WINNER

Sir:—I was delighted to see the photo-
graphic reproduction on page 169 in the
July-August, 1962 issue of “The Cana-
dian Philatelist” of one frame of my
exhibit of 3d Beavers at Canpex which
won a gold medal. Likewise I was sur-
prised that this was mislabeled as be-
longing to Mr. V. G. Greene whose
stamps were exhibited in the Court of
Honor.

I imagine Mr. Greene is also disap-
pointed and I think all of us would have
liked to have seen his stamps in “The
Canadian Philatelist”.

RICHARD 8. SOLOMON,
Dayton, Ohio RPSC 7886

(Mea culpa, mea maxima culpa—Editor)

i L *

ASTRONAUT COVERS

Sir:—In regard to two articles pub-
lished in our Society’s publication of
May-June, July-August of this year, 1
believe that it is time for someone to
answer them. I am doing so for two
reasons: The First as a member of the
Royal Philatelic Society of Canada and
secondly as President of the American
First Day Cover Society.

The American First Day Cover So-
ciety is composed of over 5000 Members
collecting First Day Covers in the Unit-
ed States and 23 Countries including
Canada,

The Collecting of first day covers
needs no apologies. The large quanti-
ties of FDC’s processed in all countries
is pronf enough of their popularity
throughout the World.

The reason for a particular issue,
namely Project Mercury Commemora-
tive stamp, being cancelled in amounts
of up to 2 Million and dating of covers
after the First Day of issue is very
simple to answer. The stamp in ques-
tion was released without any notifica-
tion to the philatelic world. Had the
Project Mercury Shot not been a suc-

cess the stamp could have been released
another date. Therefore philatelists
could not be notified. The secret was
well kept even tkough a great number
of people were involved. The United
States Postal Authorities made sure
that all Collectors, no matter where
they were from, had an opportunity of
purchasing the covers at the rate of 1¢
for the envelope and 4¢ for the stamp.

I regret to inform the writers of re-
cent articles that if this had been in
Canada, collectors would have been pen-
alized 5¢ for the cancellation by the
Canadian Postal Authorities, and fur-
thermore collectors would have had to
supply their own stamp and cover and
pray that they would receive it back.
The Canadian Postal Authorities are the
most uncooperative of any country and
place “road blocks” in the way of the
cover collector at every turn, including
a 5¢ charge for cancellation that they
do any other time for nothing, The
excuse given that they can not find time
for such things, but the U.S, Postal Ser-
vice carries 2/3’s of the World’s mail
and still finds enough time to cater to
philatelists.

I am very glad that the United States
prints enough stamps to go around in-
stead of limited issues only, as do so
many other countries, forcing the col-
lector to pay exaggerated prices on the
open market. At the same time we
must realize that postage stamps were
not made specifically for the philatelist
but if we did not create a demand for
new stamps the monotony would be
evident.

Per'haps the reason for the lack of en-
thusiasm by Canadian collectors to can-
cel no more than around 15,000 first day
covers of each issue is because the Cana-
dian Postal Authorities are not equipped
nor interested in the FDC collector. I

({Continued on page 241)
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The Cover

A Backward Glance on Mauritius
by ALFRED J. STEVENS . FRPSL

A pleasant individualistic bright lot
were the Mauritians in the 1840’s under
an able and progressive British Governor
in General Gomm, and, though accus-
tomed to their old handstruck stamps
(having once seen the new British adhe-
sives) they fell for the idea. ‘Let's
come in on it ourselves,’ said they. No
sooner said than put into action and
there they were, the first British Colony
to issue adhesive stamps; and what
stamps they have proved to be—perhaps
the most famous in philately! Later,
say from 1870, ag their extreme rarity
began to be realised, these bits of paper
kept the name of Mauritius in the public
eye after the opening of the Suez Canal
had inevitably deprived the Island of its
importance as a port of ecall, relegating
it to its former isolation.

It was on 26th December, 1846, that,
after careful consideration of the expense
involved, an Ordinance reorganising the
Postal Service was adopted by the
Council, and an estimate dated 12th
November, 1846, for engraving a plate,
printing 1,000 stamps (at 10s. per 1000),
providing obliterators, ete., for the total
sum of £50 10s. 0d. was accepted. It
had been submitted by one Joseph Bar-
nard, a jeweller, not an adept at en-
graving, but a tradesman and something
of an artist who had handled engraving
tools in a small way for visiting cards,
etc. He appears to have been a conceit-
ed and very obstinate man, apt to irri-
tate his customers almost past endur-
ance, but he seemed better equipped and
cheaper than another inhabitant, a cer-
tain Mr. Nash. By September, 1874, he
had finiched his plate and on the 21st
their first adhesive stamps were issued.

The following paragraph is a diver-
sion, mainly no doubt imaginary, but it

is pleasant to attempt a picture of what
may have bezn the story of the creation
of this famous first issue, engraved and
printed locally—surely a great achieve-
ment for so tiny a community,

It has been maintained that this first
issue of two stamps, 1d. orange red and
2d. deep blue, provides, in fact, the
greatest ‘error’ of philatelic history. The
story goes that our friend Joseph Barn-
ard was asked to wait on the Post-
master, a Mr. Brownrigg, and was shown
by him a head of Queen Vietoria in
profile on a G.B. stamp, as a design
approved by the Governor. He himself
also approved it and was given, verb-
ally, the details to be placed at the top,
bottom and at the sides of the portrait.
He took no written note and, tapping
his forehead in his superior manner to
convey that he had it all there, trotted
off home, set to work and eventually
engraved a head that wes not too bad
for a local jeweller. He then put a large
‘postage’ at the top, a large value ‘one
penny’ and ‘two pence’, respectively, at
the bottom, a small ‘Mauritius’ on the
right, and then, Nom d’un nom, blowed if
he hadn’t clean forgotten what he was
to put on the left. He smote his head,
racked hig brains, searched in vain for
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any written instructions, and finally,
reluctantly swallowing his pride, trotted
back to find the Postmaster in case
he might remember the Governor’s in-
structions—knowing full well that any
opportunity of snubbing him would not
be missed. As he passed the little build-
ing which was the then Fost Office
no doubt his eye caught the words
Post Office written largely thereon.
It seemed to strike a note! Were not
those the forgotten words to be en-
graved? He thought =o, rubbed his
hands, retracted his steps and having
mercifully escaped the potential snub,
finished off the engraving with what
should have been ‘Post Paid’ not ‘Post
Office”.

In the fullness of his self-confidence
he drew no proofs for submission, but
printed off 700 stamps, 350 of each de-
nomination, and went proudly to the
Governor with them. “You triple fool!”
or words of the period to that effect,
shouted the Governor, who had immed-
iately noted the mistake, for he was
very keen about the prepayment, “that
should have been ‘Post Paid’ not ‘Post
Office’ ™.

What was to be done? They could
not waste these incorrectly worded
qabels’, so the Governor himself used
a good number of them as his wife was
just about to send out the invitations
for their Annual Reception on the 30th
September, 1847. Doubtless she got a
bit of a kick out of affixing these new-
fangled ahesives and sending them off
on the 21st September, 1847. Little
could she have imagined what a stir in
the world her action was eventually to
make!

However wrong or at least contro-
versial, it seems a pity to debunk so
good a story.

These stamps were both engraved on
the back of one copper plate, the front
of which had been used for a visiting
card. Barnard printed them one by one,
cleaning the plate after each one had
been drawn, a truly laborious process,
as the stamps proved popular and Barn-

ard must have spent quite a bit of time
over this one by one printing and draw-
ing, and this process was not continued
with the next issue, which was also put
in his hands despite his alleged mistake.

The truth seems to be as follows.
These two stamps were not errors; they
were a clear and definite issue, though
it took some years to establich this fact.
(a) Not until 1868 were the two stamps
mentioned in any English magazine.
At that time it was considered to be the
twelfth stamp on a sheet of 12 Post
Paid and looked upon as an error, or
perhaps proofs used accidently. It was
not until 1878 that Moens maintained
that they were neither essays nor errors,
and this is confirmed by the following
dates:

1846 — 12 Nov. Estimate signed by J.
Barnard.

26 Dec. Ordinance adopted re-or-

ganising Postal Services and

Barnard instructed to proceed.

1847 — Sept. Barnard finished his plate
and on
20 Sept. Reported ready for issue.
21 Sept. Actual issue.
30 Sept. Lady Gomm’s Reception.

1848—2 May Barnard advised Secretary
Brownrigg 1. of delivery of
plates of 12 Post Paid 2.only
reason given for new plate was
the labour involved by having
to draw the stamps one by one
from the original plate.

3 Aug. Brownrigg gave public no-
tice of stamps available for use,
describing them as “Post Office”
stamps.

From these it would appear that no
exception had been taken to the words
‘Post Office,; some record would have
been found had there been. When, for
the next issue, a fresh and larger plate
was engraved, saving the labuor of the
one by one drawing of prints, the word
‘Office” was replaced by ‘Paid’ denoting
receipt of payment.

(Continued on page 227)
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TRY YOUR HAND AT
TOPICAL COLLECTING

You can choose a topic from this grand

collection of titles by WHITE ACE

WHITE ACE TOPICAL TITLES AVAILABLE

{15 Pages to a Package)
ANIMALS on Stamps
BIRDS and INSECIPS on Stamps
FISH on Stam

5

FLOWERS on gtamps
LINCOLN on Stamq.s"

MEDICINE & HEALTH on Stamps
MUSIC on Starmszs
RAILROADS on Stamps
RELIGION on Stamps
SHIPS on Stamps
SPORTS on Stamps
SCOUTS on Stamgs
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT on Stamps ...
EIIL ASSORTMENT—Package containing one each of the

ove tioned j

u B8383E8EEEEEE

Collecting stamps by topical (topic-al) sub-
ject rather than trying to fill spaces in a world
collection is an interesting and highly intelligent
approach to getting the most out of your hobby.
Yet, topical collecting is not new . . . a large
number of collectors have at one time or an-
other indulged in this form of collecting by sub-
ject (Ships, Trains, Religion, etc.), but were
limited by a lack of suitable pages.

WHITE ACE Topical Pages, in emblematic
color and tableau, have changed all this by
providing the topical collector with a beautiful
and practical group of pages to build prize
winning collections.

Like all White Ace Album pages, they fea-
ture bristol white rag stock, three ring punching,
brilliant and enlightening color borders, and
rounded corners for the finishing touch.,

CHOOSE YOUR TOPIC . . . by ordering
some of these WHITE ACE pages now. It will
start you on a course of research with the
stamps involved in your chosen topic. Your
dealer has them or order direct.

THE WASHINGTON PRESS
MAPLEWOOD, NEW JERSEY
Publishers of ARTCRAFT ENGRAVED
Envelopes and WHITE ACE Historical
Stamp Albums ., . . the better kind!
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Three New Stamps for Canada

VICTOBIA

On August 22, the new Victoria Cen-
tennial stamp will appear. In announ-
cing the new stamp, the then Postmaster
General, the Hon. William Hamilton, paid
tribute to the fair city of Victoria, which,
from turbulent beginnings, had grown
into one of the most famous tourist
centrey in Canada, blessed with ideal
weather and steeped in an old-world at-
mosphere,

The new stamp shows a reproduction
in miniature of the 2%d rose, the first
stamp issued in what is now British
Columbia. As can be seen from the re-
production, the stamp bears the name of
the two colonies, British Columbia and
Vancouver Island.

The stamp was designed by Helen
Bacon of Toronto, who designed, among
others, the 1960 Girl Guide stamp, the
1959 Associated Country Women of the
world and the 1962 Education Stamp.

® TRANS-CANADA HIGHWAY

The opening of the Trans-Canada
Highway will be commemorated by a
new stamp, to be issued on September
4th.

The Trans-Canada route, a dream of
highway planners for many years, pro-

vides high-standard highway conditions
through some of the most difficult road-
building terrain in the world, not only
through the Western mountains but also
through the grim country along the
North Shore of Lake Superior.

The new stamp bears the armorial
bearings of all ten provinces, linked to-
gether by a symbolic highway. It is

designed by A. L. Pollock, of Toronto,
designer of a number of Canadian stamps
in the last few years.
two colours.

Colour:
25,000,000.

It is printed in

Black and Gold. Printing:

POSTAGE
_ PREreE BT
THE NEW QUEENS

The design of the new issue of Cana-
dian postage stamps has received the
approval of Her Majesty Queen Eliza-
beth, according to an announcement
made by former Fostmaster General
William Hamilton.

The issue is a new approach not found
in other stamps released by the Canada
Post Office in the past. In announcing
the new stamp Mr. Hamilton stated that
he had given personal attention to the
selection of the stamp and that the Queen
had expressed her pleasure with the new
design.

The stamp is based on a portrait of
Her Majesty by Ernst Roch of Montreal
for whom arrangements 