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From the Editor’s Desk

NEW ISSUE POLICIES
Contemporary stamp issuing policies have been
a frequent subject of this column in recent is-
sues. | came across a most interesting perspec-
tive on this matter in the June issue of Gibbons
Stamp Monthly, which printed the text of a lec-
ture given by Paul Vernon, Chief Executive of
the Guernsey Post Office, to the Commonwealth
Postal Administrations Conference.

As head of a small postal administration with
a heavy reliance on philatelic sales, the future
of philately is of great concern to Mr. Vemon. It
is his observation that philately has been in a
general downward spiral for about 15 years. He
traces this development to the speculative and
investment bubble of the 1970s, and to increas-
ing competition for leisure time in a culture that
sees philately as an unfashionably passive pas-
time.

Mr. Vernon notes that co-operative market-
ing and managed thematic programs are now
common, and are likely to be increasingly so.
The Stamp Month thematics, which now involve
similar issues from Canada, the United States,
Great Britain and Ireland, illustrate the point.
While these programs increase the availability
of stamps to novices, Mr. Vernon sees a danger
here in over-promotion, and a uniformity of is-
sues which will make collecting less interesting.

Though he does not say so directly, Mr.
Vernon implies that his philatelic sales, and those
of other administrations, are on a downward
trend. He suggests that some smaller adminis-
trations may abandon philatelic sales altogether
in the future. To avoid this, he sees the future
appearance of philatelic marketing groups to
increase the effectiveness of marketing cam-
paigns. This will lead to a further reduction in
the number of dealers, particularly those spe-
cializing in new issues, and a growth in direct
sales and via the Internet.

One of Mr. Vernon's comments is particu-
larly noteworthy. He foresees that postal ad-
ministrations will seek to target their marketing
efforts more selectively. However, he does not
identify where the growth areas of the hobby are.

by Steve Thorning

Here at home, Canada Post’s Stamp Month
programs are, undeniably, geared exclusively
to children. Promotion of youth philately has
been a priority of organized philately and organi-
zations such as the RPSC for many years. The
results have hardly been overwhelming. Stamp
collecting among children was far more popular
years ago, before all this promotional existed.

| was not at all surprised to see that our sis-
ter organization, the American Philatelic Soci-
ety, has been reconsidering its promotional ef-
forts, recognizing that new collectors can be
found among those in their 50s, and who have
never collected before. These are sophisticated
people. It will be difficult to market frivolous new
issues to them.

Standards and ethical standards for new is-
sues have declined dramatically in recent years.
Many postal administrations are paying royal-
ties to use animated figures and fictional char-
acters. Canada Post now portrays living people
(the recent hockey stamps) and cooperates in
commercial promotions (Canadian Tire).

It has become impossible to be a general
collector. Buying one of each new issue costs
well in excess of $10,000. Collect them used?
Forget it. | defy anyone to put together a legi-
timately used worldwide collection of 1997 is-
sues. Many administrations now put out more
than 100 stamps per year. A growing list exceeds
50, and there are few with under 30.

Inevitably, postal administrations will need
to take a long-term view of their marketing stra-
tegies, and build up a solid core of loyal cus-
tomers. Before that happens, shrill promotions
and silly issues will continue to pollute the hobby.

THE 1996 INDEX

Included as an insert to this issue is the index for
Jhe 1996 issues of The Canadian Philatelist. As
in past years, we are much indebted to Mr. Brian
Russell of Russell, Ontario for his time and effort
in preparing this index, which is a great help in
locating older items published in the journal. The
index usually is published in the spring. It was
displaced this year by material for Royal 97.
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WANT A CHANGE?

TAKE UP CANADIAN REVENUES!

Here is the situation. Just about every dealer has a box of
these that can be picked up reasonably. All auctions have
collections and accumulations, and tremendous bargains are fairly
normal. Even when prices look high, you usually wind up with
stamps that exist not in the hundreds or thousands but in 10 to 50!

Best of all, consider this;: NOT ONE CANADIAN REVENUE
STAMP WAS EVER ISSUED WITH COLLECTORS IN MIND!

As I've pointed out before, nearly all come engraved (mostly
the work of the American Bank Note Company) and if you think
the 50¢ Canada Bluenose or the $1 USA Trans-Mississippi is the
height of beautiful engraving, wait until you see any of the Canada
Supreme Court Law Stamps.

Here is an excellent start. | recently purchased 100 packets
of 200 different from a dealer who spent several years assembling
the lot. Now a packet of 100 different sells at $25 or more every
time. This 200 lot is well worth $100.

To it I'm adding more revenues, including complete sets all
well worth $300 alone.

Get The Combined Lot For Just US $200.00

The best and only Canadian Revenue Catalogue on the
market is by E.S.J. van Dam. I'll have the latest edition just coming
out at $20. It has the easy-to-use spiral binding.

| have two addresses. If you live in the USA, ALWAYS use the
Pembina address. For Canadian collectors, there has been a change in
my Canadian address. The old Station B (no, it did not stand for Bileski)
which I've used for 57 years is no more. The old Station B post office,
built before 1900, has been retired. All else remains the same, except the
replacement for Station B. This is now RPO Redwood Centre.

Canadian collectors, use: USA collectors, use:

K. BILESKI LTD. K. BILESKI LTD.

Box 3659, RPO Redwood Centre Box 500
Winnipeg, MB R2W 3R4 Pembina, ND 58271
CANADA USA
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Letters to the Editor

SCOTT CATALOGUES
Sir,

| have been a stamp collector for about sixty
years. | started as a young child and have con-
tinued over the years.

As a youngster, | could not afford to pur-
chase a new catalogue. For many years | was
either given an out-of-date Scott catalogue or
purchased an older one at a great discount.

For the past twenty years | have special-
ized in the stamps of the United States and the
British Commonwealth. As such | have pur-
chased the Scott volumes 1A and 1B every
second year. | have donated my older volumes
to a local children’s stamp class.

My purpose in writing is to explain my shock
to hear that Scott has now combined all the
world in five or six volumes. | feel that |, and
many other philatelists, simply cannot afford to
buy that many volumes. This is especially so
when perhaps three quarters of the contents
are of no interest to me.

Therefore, | will suffer by not having these
catalogues for reference, Scott will suffer be-
cause there will be no sale, Scott distributors
will suffer, and the children will suffer.

Scott's decision, in my opinion, is not good
for the publisher or the hobby. | simply cannot
see the benefit to anyone.

| encourage Scott to change its decision
and recognize that it was a mistake.

lan G. Stewart
Toronto

SUPPORT FOR REICHE

Sir,

| was fascinated by the portion of Hans
Reiche’s “Postmarked Ottawa” column entitled
“New Blood for Philately.” Of course, Mr. Reiche
is absolutely right. We are trying to create in-
stant gold medalists instead of showing the
public what philately is all about.

In 1972 | published a monograph entitled
Come, Blow Your Homin English and Clairon-
nezin French. This paper dealt with the use of

stamps, in an unorthodox manner, to teach
geography and economic development. There
were two printings with a total of 400 copies in
English and 250 in French. The program, al-
beit modified, was picked up by several other
countries and it is still used in England and
Switzerland.

People did criticize me for having mutilated
some stamps in preparing a map, but in gen-
eral, the reaction and reception were positive.
| hope that it did bring a few people into philat-
ely and was of some use to those who em-
ployed the concept.

Michael Madesker
Downsview, Ont.

(Editor’s note: Because Mr. Madesker’'s mono-
graph is now 25 years old, and difficult to find,
we propose reprinting it in a future issue of this
Jjournal.)

GOVERNMENT VS PHILATELY
Sir,

| have just received a small letter from Swit-
zerland containing a few recently issued post-
age stamps for my stamp collection. The value
of all the stamps was 35.20 Swiss francs, or
about $34 in Canadian currency.

One of our obviously underemployed min-
ions in Canada Customs has decided to charge
GST in the amount of $2.32, on top of which
Canada Post charges me a $5.00 fee to col-
lect the tax.

While | cannot question the law which states
that the tax is payable, | must question the value
received by the Government of Canada, con-
sidering the time spent and the use of supplies
in this case.

As taxpayers we all are constantly experi-
encing the downsizing of government and
bankruptcies in the private sector. Perhaps the
time has come when we ought to consider the
effectiveness of collecting such small sums. It

‘ almost borders on harassment, when the mail
carrier was unable to make change upon de-
livery, and | had to make a special trip to the
post office for the privilege of paying my dues
and receiving my letter.

| am asking my M.P. to speak to the people
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responsible for this totally inane system, and

try to make it a little less bureaucratic, even if, MA] L AUCT[ONS

god forbid, we end up with a need for fewer
bureaucrats in the end. No one in the private EVERY 6 WEEKS
sector would think of spending a dollar to col-
lect a cent. Should our federal system not fol- * Canada and Provinces
low the same principle? * United States

Herbert Kucera

North York, Ont. Br, Commonwealth

* Foreign
ANOTHER FAN FOR C.F. BLACK " Covers and Postcards
Sir, * Cancellations
Knowing that my family came from P.E.., a *Collections

friend loaned me C.F. Black’s article on Prince

Edward Island. What a delight to see what can Varieties and Errors

be done phllatellcally with a little dlgglng for Write today for a free well illustrated

information. | learned a great deal from Mr. copy of our next sale.

Black. | have not been to P.E.I. for many dec-

ades, when | was a youngster visiting my VANCE AUCTIONS LTD.

grandparents. Box 267, Smithville

| would consider joining the RPSC if you Ontario, Canada LOR 2A0

published more articles of this type. Telephone: 905-957-3364

Bruce Walters Fax: (905) 957-0100
Vancouver

Philatelic News in Brief...

COWTOWN HOSTS ROYAL 97 ROYALE

The 69th annual convention of the Royal Philatelic Society of Canada was held in Calgary from
September 19 to 21. It was the first Royal in Calgary since 1980. The occasion was marked by the
celebration of the 75th anniversary of the Calgary Philatelic Society, which held its first meeting in
1922. On display were 250 frames, including the Seaway invert, frame after frame of pence is-
sues, and a wide variety of topicals and postal history.

The convention was opened on Friday morning in front of a capacity crowd. Alberta Lieutenant
Governor Bud Olson declared the show officially open. Canada Post representatives unveiled the
90¢ Christmas stamp design, which will depict a stained-glass window from St. Stephen Byzan-
tine Ukrainian Catholic Church in Calgary. That explained the large crowd on hand, as much of the
audience was the non-philatelic congregation come out to see their priest accept a presentation
from Canada Post. In offering his thanks to Canada Post, Father Randy Yackimec raised a laugh
from the spectators when he mentioned that the church has many more stained-glass windows, a
subtle hint for future stamp issues.

RPSC President Bill Robinson accepted a white cowboy hat from Calgary Alderman Roy Clark,
and took the Cowtown Oath, swearing to be hospitable and a rootin’-toctin’ Calgarian, concluding
with the obligatory “YAHOO!” The white hat ceremony is used by the city to honour distinguished
guests. Prince Philip has four of them because of his frequent trips, although | believe the “YA-
HOQ!" part of the oath was waived to protect royal dignity.

There were 27 dealers in the bourse. The death of Princess Diana caused a minor run on
stamps depicting her, so the dealers did a good business in Royal wallpaper. As always, the more
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solid areas of philately prevailed in the bourse.
Postal history, topicals, and country stamps
were the bread and butter.

There were four commemorative cancels for
the show, three from Canada Post and one from
the Calgary Philatelic Society for its 75th anni-
versary. Canada Post also issued a limited-edi-
tion prestamped envelope honouring Dr.
Edward George Mason, who founded the
Calgary Philatelic Society and was its first presi-
dent.

Friday evening the delegates were treated
to a visit to the Elkana Ranch, a dude ranch
just west of Calgary in the Rocky Mountain foot-
hills. Two bus loads made the trip for an evening
of western hospitality.

Throughout the show there was a good tum-
out of juniors for the beginners' seminars and
the 3¢ table (actually two tables heaped high
with mission mixture at 3¢ per stamp). The pub-
licity for Royal 97 was excellent. As well as lead-
ups in the two daily newspapers and reports in
the papers on each day of the convention, at
least two television stations were present.

— Dale Speirs

LAKESHORE CLUB A WINNER

Atip of the editor’s visor goes to the Lakeshore
Stamp Club of Montreal. The club’s show pro-
gram for LAKESHORE 96 earned a vermeil
award in the American Philatelic Society’s com-
petition for show programs. Hard working mem-
ber (and RPSC Director) Francois Brisse was
the editor of the program.

PHILATELIC MUSIC CIRCLE

The Robert Stoltz Trophy is awarded annually
by the Philatelic Music Circle to the designer of
the most attractive music stamp issued during
the year. The latest winner is Martin Bailey of
Auckland, New Zealand for his designs for a
pair of stamps, released 10 July 1996, com-
memorating the 50th anniversary of the New
Zealand Symphony Orchestra.

Second place issued work on a pair of
stamps released by Israel in April 1996, depict-
ing Felix Mendelsohn and Gustav Mahler, and
designed by Naomi and Meir Eschel. Third
place went to an Austrian stamp honouring
Anton Bruckner.

The Philatelic Music Circle is an interna-
tional organization. The Canadian contact is
Alena Pascual, Suite 0116, Box 27, 65 Front
St. W., Toronto, ON M5J 1E6.

WHAT'S UP, DOC?

The United States Postal Service is more than
pleased with the sale of the recent Bugs Bunny
stamp. The initial printing of 265,000,000 sold
out so quickly that authorities ordered an extra
100,000,000. Old Bugs is more popular than
Elvis. No doubt many purchasers believed they
were acquiring stamps that will eventually be-
come rare collectors’ items.

The USPS seems to be trying to outdo it-
self each year with sales figures for highly pro-
moted stamps, drawing on popular culture
rather than the Great Republic's achievements,
history, heroes. What will it be next year—soap
opera personalities? Gangsters? We can hardly
wait.

ROBSON LOWE, 1905 - 1997
Worldwide philatelic circles were saddened by
the death of Robson Lowe on August 18. A
dealer since the age of 15, Mr. Lowe began his
business with a large stock of Irish provisional
overprints. In the 1920s he became obsessed
with postal history, and is widely believed to
have been the originator of that term.

In 1932 Mr. Lowe published The Regent
Catalogue of British Empire Postage Stamps.
This ultimately evolved into the six-volume En-
cyclopedia of British Empire Postage Stamps,
which is still widely consulted today. Mr. Lowe
served as general manager of international
shows in 1950 and 1960. He played a major
role in establishing the annual British Philatelic
Exhibitions. During the 1950s his stamp shop
at 50 Pall Mall, Londen became a well-known
hangout for collectors and postal historians.

As a collector, Mr. Lowe formed numerous
collections, and particularly notable ones of Aus-
tralian States and the Cape of Good Hope.

" In 1980 he sold Robson Lowe Ltd. to
Christie’s, a firm with which he had long been
associated. His influence on philately over the
past seven decades, as a dealer, exhibitor, au-
thor, publisher, and promoter of philately was
without equal.
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1997
Edition
DARNELL STAMPS
OF CANADA

CATALOGUE

Complete in Colour
Spiral Edition

“The new Darnell Calalogue is
impressive.”
Journal of the Royal Philatelic

‘Darnell Calalogue is the most
complete and best made
catalogue on the market”
Denis Masse,
Montreal La Presse

“In my opinion Darnell
Calalogue is a befter
catalogue.”

Stephen Esrati,

Cdn, Stamp Mews, Toronto
“It really is an excellent ‘Merits being among the most

catalogue.” important tools as a reference on | .. and is superior to ils
Peter McCarthy, | Canadian Stamps.” competitors.”
Philatelic Journalist Richard Gratton, John F. Dunn,
Royal Philatelic Society The New York Times

ALso AvAILABLE IN FRENCH

DARNELL INC.

B.P. 1104, Station B,
Montreal, Quebec H3C 2X9
(514) 284-8686 FAX: (514) 397-1502
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CANADIAN AEROPHILATELIC SOCIETY
=

MW

&

FLowN BY THE SNOWBIRDS
431 AIR DEMONSTRATION SQUADRON
ABBOTSFORD INTERNATIONAL AIR SHOW
8 AuGusT 1997
CANCELLED AFTER RETURN TO
15 WING MOOSE Jaw, SASKATCHEWAN
BUSHELL PARK, SASKATCHEWAN
18 AuGusT 1997

SNOWBIRD COVERS

The cover illustrated above is one of a set of
ten covers flown by the Snowbirds at the
Abbottsford Air Show on August 8, and then
flown back to 15 Wing at Moose Jaw, Saskatch-
ewan and cancelled with a Bushell Park post-
mark. They are available from the Canadian
Aerophilatelic Society. A set of nine, each auto-
graphed by one of the pilots, sells for $45.00,
and a single cover signed by all nine pilots is
$15.00. The set of ten with two copies of the
Snowbird poster is $60.00. Orders should be
sent to R.K. Malott, 16 Harwick Cres., Nepean,
ON K2H 6R1.

ALUSIO AN INTERNATIONAL JUDGE
Following his duties as an apprentice at the
PACIFIC 97 show in San Francisco, Frank Alusio
of Toronto was named a fully accredited juror
for thematic philately at international shows. We
extend to Mr. Alusio good wishes with his future
international judging assignments.

KRAEMER RECEIVES AWARD
James Kraemer, a Past President of the RPSC
and former Director of the National Postal Mu-
seum, was recently honoured by being named
by Canada Post as winner of the Golden Post-
mark for his Heritage Club involvement. Since
retirement he not only is continuing his phila-
telic research and writing, but is active in com-
munity work, helping the handicapped and sen-
iors. Among other things, he designed a pro-
gram to help stroke victims recover using stamps
as visual aids.

072564

19970818
busHELL PARK
SK
SOH ONO

Major R Matati 66 Asty
Presiden!

Can: dian Aeraphilatelic f .
16 Harwick Crepscsm il
Naean, Catario, K2H 61 CANADA

U.S. POLL RESULTS

A popularity poll conducted a few months ago
by Linn’s Weekly Stamp News shows that most
serious American collectors prefer traditional
subject matter to the popular culture themes
being promoted by the U.S. Postal Service.
Readers voted the "Endangered Species” se-
ries the most popular stamp issue. The
Riverboats set came second, and the Ameri-
can Indian Dances set placed third.

Interestingly, the James Dean stamp, which
appears to be the favourite of Postmaster Gen-
eral Marvin Runyon, was voted least neces-
sary issue.

IBRA '99
The first international exhibition under FIP
patronage in Germany in two decades will be
held in the Bavarian city of Nuremberg from
April 27 to May 4, 1999.

The Canadian commissioner, R.K. Malott,
has already distributed some show material to
those who applied for frames at CAPEX 96,
and he encourages owners of new qualified
exhibits (national level vermeil) to apply. Po-
tential exhibitors should be aware that the IBRA
frames will hold 12 pages, not 16 as is usually
the case. This will be a popular show, and com-
petition for frame allocation will likely be intense.

For further information on exhibiting at the
show, or for other information on Nuremberg
and IBRA '99, contact R.K. Maloft, 16 Harwick
Cres., Nepean, ON K2H 6R1; telephone/fax
(613) 829-0280.
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BNA TOPICS, quarterly journal

TransAtlantic Mails
Railway Post Offices
Military Mails

ROYAL MAIL'S UPGRADED RAIL SERVICE
Unlike Canada Post, the Royal Mail in Great
Britain still regards the rail system as a the core
of its transportation network. The latest inno-
vation is the Class 325 mail trains. These are
four-car sets of electric powered cars with cab
facilities at either end. They take power either
from 25,000 volt overhead lines or 740-volt third
rail. They can also be hauled by conventional
diesel locomotives on unelectrified lines. They
are capable of 100 miles per hour. Up to three
sets of cars can be coupled together, for a 12-
car mail train. The new equipment was devel-
oped for Royal Mail by ABB Rail Vehicles.

Each of the cars has a capacity of 180
wheeled mail containers, and the total weight
limit is 45 tonnes per car.

The trains move in three cycles or waves
each working day. The first wave, despatched
in early afternoon, moves most of the second-
class mail, but picks up some first class en
route. The second wave, despatched after 8
pm, picks up first class mail, and connects with

THE BRITISH NORTH AMERICA PHILATELIC SOCIETY

Annual conventions in interesting cities in Canada and the United States

More than 20 Study Groups actively involved in specialty areas, including:
Small Queens

Elizabethan Era
Newfoundland

Write the Secretary: Jerome Jarnick, 108 Duncan Dr., Troy, MI 48098 USA
BNAPS — The Society for Canadian Philately

BNAPortraitS, quarterly newsletter

Postal Stationery ~ Airmails
Revenues Flag Cancels
... and many more!

various corresponding trains. The final wave
takes first class mail to its destinations for next
morning delivery.

The new equipment, which employs a
number of technical innovations, is running pri-
marily on the West Coast, East Coast, Anglian,
and South East (former Southern) main lines.

WARPLANE HERITAGE COVERS
To celebrate its 25th anniversary, the Canadian
Warplane Heritage Museum is offering a set of
six flown covers. They portray six of the planes
in the collection, with a colour photograph, de-
tails of the flight, and crew signatures. The re-
verse has a line drawing of the plane, with par-
ticular details of the plane in an insert. The cov-
ers sell for $4.50 each plus $1 per order for
postage. Proceeds go to restoration projects
at the Museum. An unflown “proof” is illustrated
below. For orders, or more information, write
Major W. Randall, Lancaster Support Club,
9280 Airport Road, Mount Hope, ON LOR 1WO.

A LONG WAIT
At the recent stamp
show in Hong Kong,
more than 3,000 peo-
ple camped out over-
night to be certain of

e T g i GRAFHICE
Canada's Flying Wuseum

I T —

e

Flight Time

buying the last British
stamp issues. It was
too much fora 71-year-
old collector. He was
found dead in the

lineup in the morning.
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SEMINAR ON EXHIBITING
The RPSC is offering to its Chapter members a
seminar on exhibiting philatelic material at local
and other exhibitions.

This seminar, prepared by the Lakeshore
Stamp Club of Dorval, Quebec, is an excellent
presentation of the various elements involved
in successful exhibiting—as opposed to merely
collecting. The Lakeshore Club has been pre-
senting this seminar for the past 15 years to
more than 100 potential exhibitors, Three of
these subsequently garnered the Grand Award
at RPSC national exhibitions.

The seminar will take one day of your time,
requires up to a half dozen presenters, and can
accommodate up to 25 students. If your club is
interested, please contact Ray Ireson at 86
Cartier, Roxboro, QC H8Y 1G8.

There is no charge for using this seminar,
but we must ask you to report when and where
it took place, how many presenters and students
participated, your comments on the package,
suggestions for improvement, and whether you
think such instruction is appropriate for the im-
provement of your exhibits. Such feedback is
essential to assess the success of the program.

This is a wonderful chance to improve the
quality of your exhibits quickly and efficiently.
Encourage your club executive to take advan-
tage of this seminar. It will help your collection,
help your club, and help your local show.

A CURE FOR MESSY CANCELS?
Canada Post has just taken a step forward in re-
solving the continuing problem of extra and un-
necessarily heavy cancels on philatelic mail,
During the week of September 30 to October 6
in Hamilton, a team of Canada Post test organ-
izers (Steve Selig, David Lopeke and Andrew
Chung), assisted by a group of volunteers from
the Hamilton Philatelic Society, conducted trials
of a protective pellicle applied to philatelic mail.

The concept s similar to the peelable labels
in use in Denmark and elsewhere. The postal
customer desiring a philatelic or hand cancel
asks a counter clerk to apply it manually. The
protective pellicle is then placed over the stamp
and cancel, and the cover is placed in the mail
stream. Any subsequent cancellations will be

applied on the pellicle, which is removed by the
recipient of the letter, revealing the stamp and
original hand cancel beneath.

...Protective Pellicle:
In prasarye tha pluarelic

: quality of the stamps and
o milal canceliaticn

__ Pallicule Protectrice;

The experimental pellicle, illustrated above,
is made of thin plastic, and is approximately 2
inches by three inches. It was tested on mail
up to 8.5 by 11 inches.

The process of using the pellicle is simple
and fast. Canada Post would attract much good
will by bringing these, or something similar, into
general use across the country,

Meanwhile, the Grand River Valley Phila-
telic Association, an organization of 13 stamp
clubs in southern Ontario, is circulating a peti-
tion among its member clubs protesting the
heavy cancels, mutilation of stamps, and un-
necessary cancels on incoming foreign mail.
This has been a growing complaint for a number
of years, but so far there has been no sign of a
satisfactory resolution.

ROYAL '98 ROYALE
The 1998 RPSC convention and exhibition will
be held in Hamilton from May 29 to 31, hosted
by the Hamilton Philatelic Society. Show chair-
man John Miller and his committee are already
busy with arrangements. The Hamilton Conven-
tion Centre has room for 50 dealers. Over 25
have already signed up. Mr. Miller wants a mini-
mum of 100 frames. There will also be partici-
pation by several postal administrations, dis-
plays by security printers, a stamp launch, semi-

“nars, and a banquet. Updated information will

appear in this journal. Mr. Miller can be con-
tacted at Royal 98, Box 1998, LCD 1, Hamil-
ton, ON LB8L 8J5; phoneffax (905) 957-3100;
or E-mail: royal98 @interlynx.net There is also
a Web site: hitp:/fhome.interlynx.net/~royal98
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CANADIAN STAMPS

Choice Classics to Modern Varieties
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CANADA 43
Gibpisishms = oNert
CANADA 43
Ghrovimas = SNegt

TOP PRICES PAID

Our Current Price List of CANADIAN STAMPS
(g FREE ON REQUEST Wi

SASKATOON STAMP CENTRE

A P.O. Box 1870, Saskatoon, SK, STK 352 £k
Phone: (306) 931-6633 Fax: (306) 975-3728
North America Call TOLL FREE 1-800-205-8814
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A NEW ADMIRAL “FIND”

The 2¢ Admiral endwise coils came in three
different types, as described by George C.
Marler. On the first type, from Plate 1, “paste-
ups covered the bottom margin of the sheet, in
which there was no inscription.” on the second
type, Plate 2, “the imprint and plate number were
entered above and below the second and third
rows of each half, and the order number above
and below the ninth row.” The third type came
from Plates 154 to 156, from Post Office sheets
made in the second retouched time period.

The pair illustrated, with the top margin,
comes from the second retouched state, and
shows a part of the guide arrow that was used
to cut the sheets apart. As far as is known, this
pair is the first that has been reported with such
a guide arrow. It was originally found by Hank
Narbonne of Greenwood Stamps.

Postmarked OTTAWA

by Hans Reiche

THE 48¢ CRADLE MISSING COLOUR
Not many copies of the missing magenta col-
our on the 48¢ Cradle stamps have been lo-
cated. Recently two more copies turned up. One
is mint; the other is a used copy. One copy of
this variety was exhibited by the Canadian Bank
Note Company at CAPEX.

STITCH WATERMARK ON ADMIRALS

For years | have been trying to find a stitch
watermark on the Admirals. Such watermarks
exist on many issues and some collections con-
tain copies. For the first time, as far as | can
determine, the 1¢ Green Admiral has been lo-
cated with a stitch watermark in the right mar-
gin. I would like to hear of any other reports of
this watermark on an Admiral.

CANADIAN PROOFS
Canadian proof material has always been
popular. Many collectors purchased these proofs
to enhance their collections. Exhibiting without
having any proofs often resulted in lower awards
than went to those with proofs.

Proofs represent the initial stages of a post-
age stamp. Most proofs were sharp, clear and
very attractive. Most stamp proofs exist in the
original and issued colour, and often as well, in
various trial colours. Samples of proofs had to
be submitted to the postal authorities for final
acceptance prior to starting the actual printing
process of the stamps.

Although such proofs were not to be sold or
released to the general public, many found their
way into the stamp market. In most cases the

, quantities of such Canadian proof material that

found its way onto the market was small.

The larger quantities of proofs that the bank
note companies sent to the Post Office were
kept by the Philatelic Section for their museum
for their museum and reference collection. Of-
ten such proofs were kept in special vaults and
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many saw daylight only after many years. For
example, all the proofs of all Canadian postage
due stamps were suddenly located. Because
many looked to be multiple copies of particular
issues or denominations, it was thought that it
was necessary to keep just one instead of some-
times 20 of them.

Proof specialists pointed out that many were
not the same at all, but differed due to various
printings, were taken from hardened or un-
hardened dies, or were retouched or reworked.
None of these were available to collectors ex-
cept for research purposes.

Auction catalogues regularly contained proof
material of many issues. But for years no men-
tion was made in most general Canadian stamp
catalogues , and so no prices for them could be
determined. Often, only suggested prices were
quoted.

The book, Essays and Proofs of British North
America by Kenneth Minuse and Robert H.
Pratt, published in 1970, was one of the first to
record prices for Canadian proofs. Taking the
economic climate of that period into account,
the prices quoted for these proofs were high.
Many of them were known only in the archival
collections and thus were simply not available.

There were collectors who carefully pur-
chased proofs, die and plate proofs wherever
they found them, and thus formed nice collec-
tions of them. Sooner or later these collections
found themselves on the open market. If any-
one who visited Gimble's store in New York
about 30 years ago will remember that one dis-
play case was full of such nice plate proofs from
many issues.

A copy of the 12 Pence plate proof over-
printed vertically with the word “Specimen” could
not be purchased for less than $1,500. Good
copies with nice margins brought even higher
prices. Itis interesting that some of these proofs
were cleverly doctored up and the word “Speci-
men” was erased to make them appear to be
examples of the more elusive proofs without the
overprint. Mounted on a card, such an example
looked like a die proof, and such proofs are worth
over $2,000. The plate proof of the 3 Pence
Beaver with overprints in various colours used
to sell for around $400 some years ago.

A few years ago the American Bank Note
Company in New York sold all their Canadian
proofs through the auction house of Christie. The
number of proofs that came on the market was
substantial. They ranged from the Pence Issue
through the later Queen Victoria issues. Al-
though not all this material went through the
auction it made an indent in prices.

Some of the material was taken away by
the government for their philatelic reference
collection. This sale reduced the prices of many
proofs that subsequently came on the market.
Take the example of the 12 Pence proofs. These
now usually go for about half the previous prices.
Much the same applies to other proof material.
The 3 Pence Beaver, a popular stamp, now
brings about $60 to $100 maximum for a proof.

One should be careful in selecting proofs.
most of them look very nice, but often they have
minor faults such as thins, cut-in margins, and
other paper flaws. Collectors often exhibit such
proofs. Buyers should also be aware that fad-
ing of proofs is common. All such flaws, of
course, reduce the price and value of proof
material.

THE POSTAL HISTORY
SOCIETY OF CANADA

invites
APPLICATIONS FOR
MEMBERSHIP
The Society publishes an award-
winning quarterly journal, sponsors

seminars on Canadian postal
history, and awards prizes for

postal history exhibits at shows
across Canada.

A 132-page CAPEX 96 issue, fea-
turing Klondike and Yukon postal
history, was published in 1996.

For information membership
application forms, write to the
Secretary:
R.F. Narbonne
216 Mailey Drive, Carleton
Place, ON K7C 3X9
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Jim's Stamp Corner

with Jim Measures

JIM, THE ARGO-NUT

Now that the football season is in full swing,
my wife and family will once again have to put
up with this long-suffering Argo fan. Noting the
violence of hockey and the slow-measured
pace of a baseball game, | have found the ideal
sport to unite physical activity with intense strat-
egy, combined with ever-changing luck. For the
football fan, born in Toronto, luck is called “The
Argo Bounce.”

For the past 40 years we Argo fans have
gotten used to seeing our beloved Argonauts
start their season with high expectations, all
the talent, all the best strategy, only to have
the team “bounced” out of contention.

In 1987 Canada Post issued a
36¢ stamp to honour the 75th Grey
Cup Championship. In 1909 Gov-
ernor General Earl Grey donated
a $48.00 silver cup as a trophy for
the amateur rugby football cham-
pionship of Canada. The Univer-
sity of Toronto defeated the To-
ronto Parkdale Canoe Club in the
first championship game.

In 1921 the Grey Cup became
a national event, perhaps even an
instrument of national unity when
a western team first competed.
Nevertheless, my beloved Argo-
nauts won that game. From then,
the Argos were the dominant force in Cana-
dian football up until 1952.

| was in my first year of high school in
November 1952 when Frankie Filchok of the
Edmonton Eskimos missed his assignment to
cover Zeke O'Connor. This allowed the great
Argo quarterback, Nobby Wirkowski, to throw
a pass to Zeke to win the Argo's 10th Grey Cup.
Clearly, the Argo Bounce ‘was working as it
should — all was right with the world.

It wasn't until 1991, the year before my re-

tirement, that the Argos won the Grey Cup again.

At the time of the Grey Cup stamp in 1987,
Argo fans had come to equate the Argo Bounce
with bad luck. The supreme example was the
1971 Grey Cup played against Calgary in Van-
couver’s Empire Stadium. That day it didn’t just
rain, it poured. But when Dick Thornton inter-
cepted a Calgary pass on their 11-yard line, Argo
fans everywhere knew it was a bright cheerful
day. After all, we had Leon McQuay, the “most
talented running back of all time."” We had forgot-
ten the Argo Bounce. Just over a minute re-
mained in the game. A touchdown would bring
the Grey Cup back to Argoland where it be-
longed. Joe Theismann, the in-
comparable quarterback, gave the
ball to Leon. Then it happened. As
if a giant had come up to the 10-
yard line, Leon tripped, the ball
"bounced” loose and Calgary's
Reggie Holmes fell on it. Calgary
didn't win the 1971 Grey Cup —
the Argos bounced it to them.

That was then — This is now!
We Argo-nuts say again, “This is
the year.” The Argo Bounce will
again provide good luck and Grey
Cup success for our team.

As philatelists, we often find our-

selves in the library. While re-
searching something in the Clifford library | came
across a book by Jay Teilel entitled The Argo
Bounce. It was more painful than | can say to
read the account of the Argo misfortunes down
J#hrough the years. But as Jay points out, the
fans always suffer most when The Bounce goes
wrong. In one case a fan died of heart failure
when the hated Tiger Cats took advantage of
the Argo Bounce.

| don't plan to die over the Argos. | will just
return to my den and get lost in a stamp album.
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Jim A, Hennock Ltd.’s public auction of May 24,
1997 contained several wonderful items which
are now destined for honoured places in col-
lectors’ albums. Perhaps the most intriguing
story from this sale concerns the strong demand
for Asian material, and the many bargains ob-
tained by knowledgeable buyers of classic Ca-
nadian stamps..

Lot 55 featured the 1917 British Offices in
China overprints in the George V 1¢ to $10
Hong Kong decimals in mint condition. The lot
ha a §732 Scott Standard Catalogue value
noted. The set sold for an amazing $2,300
(prices include the 15% buyer's fee).

A 1903-1967 mint and used collection from
Hong Kong with 125 stamps, including several
nicer items, sold for $2,300 as lot 90. The cata-
logue value was listed at $1,035. Lot 95 contained
a “mildly toned” LH mint fine single of the Hong
Kong 1891 2¢Rose with the “Jubilee” overprint. It
was valued at $225 and sold for an incredible
$1,380. If readers have classic Hong Kong to sell,
now would seem to be the time to do so!

Many bargains in Canada and British North
America items were found in this sale. Lot 247
featured a VF+ lightly hinged mint copy of New-
foundland's 1920 3¢ on 15¢ Scarlet seals with
Type 1 overprint (narrow bars). A 1997 Unitrade
Canadian Specialized Catalogue value of $300
was given and the lot went to a happy buyer for
only $97.75.

Another Newfoundland item, the 1932 $1.50
on $1 “Dornier DO-X" overprint in mint NH con-
dition sold for $218.50 despite a Unitrade value
of $675.

If you needed the Canadian 1908 Quebec
Centenary set for your collection this sale of-
fered sets in mint and used condition. Lot 827
contained the entire set NH with a few stamps
with trivial gum bends and in VG to VF condi-
tion. The Unitrade value in fine condition was

UNDER THE HAMMER

.... with Dean Mario

$596. The lot realized $517.50.The used set (ot
829). many with circle date stamps or corner
cancels in F-VF condition, was noted at $570
according to the Unitrade ctalogue and sold for
a very reasonable $149.50.

A spectacular nineteenth-century wreck cover
collection was made available to postal histori-
ans, and lot 693 was one of the choice items
from this collection. It was an 1894 10¢ Small
Queen cover from Montreal via New York to Lon-
don, England. It bore a three-line rubber
handstamp denoting that it was damaged by the
wreck of the “mail train on Lake Champlain, New
York” and was sealed by three British “Officially
Sealed” labels. Estimated at $500+, the cover
sold for $1,035.

Canadian classic material is always popular
in this firm’s sales. Many items were once again
offered to tempt collectors. Lot 705 held a nice
copy of the 1851 12d Black Victoria with the
“Specimen” overprint and full to large margins.
Although the item had a minute thin (stated by
the auctioneer as possibly natural), the item
would have made a wonderful addition to any
collection. With a Unitrade value of $1,500, the
stamp sold for $460.

Two of the sale’s many good buys were con-
tained in lots 712 and 713. Lot 712 was a “three-
clear-even-margined” used example of the 1855
6d Slate Grey Consort. With a catalogue esti-
mate of $1,000, the lot sold for only $161. A 6d
Grey Violet example, of the same stamp in Iot
713, again with three large margins and just in
at the top left side with a socked-on-the-nose
cancel, sold for $199.50 against a catalogue

+value of $1,900,

Jim A, Hennock Ltd.'s fall sales look promis-
ing with a great deal of splendid material for col-
lectors. The firm can be contacted for information
or auction catalogues at 185 Queen Street East,
Toronto, ON  M5A 1S2; telephone (416) 363-
7757; fax (416) 365-9932.
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Our Resident Iconoclast . . . . ..
..... Michael Millar, FRPSC

OF SILK PURSES AND SOW’S EARS

Our learned editor has some words of wis-
dom concerning old schoolboy collections in his
editorial in the July-August 1996 issue of The
Canadian Philatelist. | too have had to deal with
these situations from time to time.

One of the worst was having to tell a widow
that the almost $40,000 she had invested in one
of those stamp portfolio schemes was now
worth a great deal less than that. She eventu-
ally sold the portfolio, but | don't know how much
was realized. | have, on occasion, been asked
by widows or family of deceased stamp col-
lectors, to assist them in disposing of a collec-
tion. Only once was there a really good sale-
able collection. The others have been, for the
most part, mint Canada and U.S.A,, first day
covers, and other material that is simply a glut
on the market.

Mint recent commemoratives, as we all know,
will get you 75¢ on the dollar if you can catch a
stamp dealer in a generous mood. First day
covers? You can find these in boxes at any
dealers table priced at considerably less than
the original purchaser paid at the post office.

In these situations we all try to do the best
we can for the families concerned, but in the
end, | wonder if they think that you might not
have been completely honest with them. After
all, “Dad spent all his spare time working on his
stamps.” Maybe, but if you, “Dad”, want to
spend your money on Canada first day covers
or exotic wallpaper from the Trucial States, you
should at least be honest with your family.

Tell them that what you have been collecting
since you came out of the Forces at the end of
the war is basically worthless, but it has given
you a lot of pleasure over the years, and that
surely is the object of the exercise. You should
also tell them not to count too much on the pro-
ceeds to supplement their retirement income.

This has really been brought home to me with
a recent incident involving a collection | have
been asked to help with in order to settle an

estate.

This collection was assembled by a fellow with
whom | was in the Railway Mail Service some
thirty years ago. It is a very bulky accumulation
of worldwide and British Commonwealth in
Harris Citation and Minkus albums. There is the
usual box of mint Canada (close to $1,000 face
value), some mint U.S.A., a couple of boxes of
Canada FDCs, and four Story of Canada albums
issued by Excelsior Collectors Guild. These, |
seem to recall, were another type of philatelic
investment scheme, complete with FDCs, but
with a twist. They have 24ct gold foil images set
into them and this was the promotional feature.
By my calculations my late colleague paid close
to $1,200 for them. You tell me what they are
worth today: $200 to $300 perhaps.

The really poignant fact in all of this is that my
late friend's widow has M.S. and the family, who
have no interest in philately, want to use the pro-
ceeds from the sale of the collection to keep their
mother in her home as long as possible.

There are some good items, the first issues of
Guemsey, Jersey, and the Isle of Man, for exam-
ple. But for the most part there just isn't a whole
lot there. | have advised the family of this, and
told them that the best way to deal with it is to
send it out to auction, for whatever it goes for.

I normally take a modest commission when |
handle collections such as this, to cover my
expenses. | won'tin this case, given the circum-
stances, and given the fact that my late father
also had M.S. and so can empathize, perhaps
better than most, with the desires of the family.

To return to the title of this column, you really
can't make asilk purse out of a sow’s ear. If you

+ want to collect modern material churned out by

postal administrations around the world, go
ahead. But please tell your wives and children
that you are having fun, and not to expect any
great return at the end of the day. It will make
the jobs of those of us who have to clean up
after you so much easier.
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WANTED

*Canadian Covers Pre-1980
*Stationery

Have Same For Sale

We can sell your Canadian or foreign stamp
collections or accumulations on consignment
for the nominal fee of 10%.

R.F. NARBONNE
Telephone 1-613-257-5453
Call Toll Free 1-800-247-5619

GREENWOOD STAMP COMPANY

216 Mailey Drive
Carleton Place, Ontario
K7C 3X9

— Since 1962 -
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CANADIANA

...an occasional feature by John G. Peebles

GUERNSEY CAPEX 96 SOUVENIR SHEET: BEST CANADIANA OF 1996

The CAPEX 96 souvenir sheet issued by Guernsey has topped the competition for the best
Canadiana stamp of 1996. The multi-coloured sheet was the runaway favourite in the fifth annual
popularity poll conducted among members of the Canadiana Study Unit.

The souvenir sheet honours Guernsey-born Major-General Sir Isaac Brock as the “Hero of
Upper Canada” in the War of 1812

On June 18, 1812 the United States declared war on Great Britain and Canada. Although
the Canadians and British were badly outnumbered by the Americans, they were better prepared
for war, thanks largely to Major-General Isaac Brock, who at the time was the administrator of
Upper Canada, now Ontario. The war eventually ended in a stalemate some two and a half years
later, culminating in the Treaty of Ghent, signed on December 24, 1814,
Isaac Brock was born on

High Street at St. Peter Port,
Guernsey, on October 6, 1769 and
began a career in the army at the
young age of 15. Rising rapidly
through the ranks, he served un-
der Admiral Lord Nelson, among
others. By the age of 27 he was
Lieutenant-Colonel in the 49th
Foot Regiment. He arrived in
Canada with the 49th Foot in
1802, Brock was to spend the rest
of his life in Canada. In 1811 he
was promoted to Major-General
and was made provisional admin-
istrator of Upper Canada, serving
as both the military Commander
and head of the civil government.

Brock distinguished himself in the early stages of the War of 1812. In one episode, he took a
small force to Detroit and fooled the General Hull, the American commander, into believing the
Canadian side had far greater manpower than was actually the case. Brock captured Detroit, and
Hull surrendered to him. For this, Brock was knighted on October 12, 1812. However, just three
days later, when again leading troops against the American enemy, this time at Queenston Heights,
Sir Isaac Brock was killed by a sharp shooter.

Befitting his hero status, Brock was buried at the summit of Queenston Heights. An imposing
monument stands over his grave and dominates the battlefield today.

Postal officials in Guernsey deemed Brock an appropriate subject to honour CAPEX 96, the
international show held in Toronto last year. The souvenir sheet was designed by Andie Peck of
Norwich, England.

Le philatéliste canadien septembre - octobre 1997 / 309



ARE YOU
ON OUR LIST?

Each month we send out a FREE "GM'
(general mailing) circular to many of our
customers. These circulars feature our latest
arrivals in selected Canada, Provinces and
Britsh Commonwealth, as well as some
foreign, Private Treaty, general special offers
and new listings of philatelic literature.

If you are not on our list and would like to
receive a sample copy of this bulletin, please
write. We believe that you will be pleased to
see the variety of material offered.

GEORGE S. WEGGLIMITED

53 Adelaide Street East, Toronto, Canada M5C 1K6
2 Phone: (416) 363-1596 .
SDJ\
48;}

310 / September - October 1997 The Canadian Philatelist




The commemorative miniature sheet draws together several elements of the Brock story. De-
picted are a map of Upper Canada as it existed in 1812 and a map of Guernsey in the English
Channel off Cherbourg, France. A£1 in the upper right reproduces the figure of Brock on his trusty
horse Alfred. The painting, which is on display in the lobby of the Schmon Tower on the Brock
University campus, was originally commissioned for its student recruitment program. On the bot-
tom left of the sheet is a 24p stamp showing Brock with Indian leader Tecumseh.

Early in the War of 1812 Brock had wisely set about winning the support of the native popula-
tion. Brock’s success in gaining the backing of Tecumseh, one of the most influential of the Indian
leaders, ensured the Canadians widespread native support against the Americans.

To commemorate Guernsey's attendance at CAPEX, the Guernsey sheet was issued in To-
ronto on the opening day of CAPEX 96, June 8. The red and black CAPEX logo appears at the
bottom right corner of the souvenir sheet. Held in the Metro Toronto Convention Centre, the 1996
show was Canada’s fourth version of CAPEX, and was the largest stamp show ever held in Canada.

The Guernsey sheets were printed in the Netherlands by Enschedeé using offset lithography on
coated unwatermarked paper.

Coming in a distant second in the 1996 popularity poll was a stamp depicting a Canadian
warship. The stamp, from Gibraltar, was issued se-tenant with three others in a miniature sheet
format. The bottom right stamp portrays the Canadian corvette HMCS Prescott during World War
IIl. The 54p stamp is part of an ongoing “Warships of World War II” series being issued by Gibraltar.
With a displacement of 925 tons, the Prescottplayed an important role for the Allies in securing the
ports and airfields of North Africa. She had first headed south to the Mediterranean in September
of 1942. The Prescott was sent to assist in “Operation Torch,” as code named by Winston Church-
ill. The operation involved the landing in Africa of 35,000 troops, 250 tanks, and other support
equipment. While assisting in the African invasion on March 13, 1943, HMCS Prescott detected a
German U-boat in the Bay of Biscay and successfully destroyed it.

The Gibraltar stamps were issued on June 8, 1996. The designer was Derek Miller. Walsall
Security Printers Limited produced the stamps in England by offset lithography, using four colours.

Finishing third in the balloting was the CAPEX 96 set of stamps issued by Barbados. On the
theme “Transportation Links Canada,” the four stamps in the set depict Canadian aircraft: 10¢,
Canadian Airlines DC-10; 90¢, Air Canada Boeing 767; $1, Air Canada Airbus 320; $1.40, Cana-
dian Airlines Boeing 767. An air link between Canada and Barbados was first established in 1949
with a scheduled service from Montreal using a North Star DC Mark 2. Today, a number of airlines
serve routes from Canada to Barbados, a popular destination for vacationers. The stamps were
printed in twin panes of 25, with an illustrated gutter strip between them. The stamps were de-
signed by Nick Shewring. Printing was in Barbados by COT Printery Limited using lithography on
CA spiral watermarked paper. The stamps were issued in Toronto on June 7, the day before the
CAPEX exhibition opened.

In fourth place in the voting was a South Africa souvenir sheet, another release to mark CAPEX
96. This sheet depicts the Houses of Parliament in Toronto and Cape Town.

4

John Peebles heads the Canadiana Study Unit, a group of collectors who pursue Canadian
themes on foreign stamps. Membership in the group costs $10 per year, and includes

a subscription to the award-winning newsletter, The Canadian Connection. More
information is available from Mr. Peebles at Box 3262,

Station A, London, ON N6A 4K3.
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This symbol is your assurance that a dealer has met the high
standards of the Canadian Stamp Dealer's Association. Look for
the dealer displaying the Beaver! Whether buying or selling, this is
the person you should be dealing with.

We are the Association to which they belong.

CANADIAN STAMP DEALER'S ASSOCIATION

P.O. Box 1123R, Adelaide St. PO., Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5C 2K5

1997 Stamp Show Schedule

Toronto: Montreal:
November 14, 15, 16 November 28, 29, 30
Queen Elizabeth Building Place Bonaventure
Exhibition Place

Toronto SHOW HOURS Montreal
Friday 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Friday 11 a.m. fo 8 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Sunday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

ADMISSION TO ALL CSDA SHOWS IS FREE!
For further information contact the CSDA at the address above.
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FAKE CANADIAN DOUBLE PERFS

by Leopold Beaudet and John Jamieson

At the Great Western Stamp Show held in Richmond, B.C. on 14-16 February
1997, dealers were approached by an individual from Burnaby with a stock
book brimming with double perforation varieties. The stock book included strips
of most coils issued since the 1973 Caricature Issue. Although the varieties looked
genuine, dealers Gary ]. Lyon of Bathurst, N.B. and John Jamieson of the
Saskatoon Stamp Centre were immediately suspicious because of the large
quantity of material being offered. As it turns out, all the double perf coils were
fakes. John Jamieson deliberately acquired some of the material, the strips
illustrated in this story, to provide evidence of the fakes.

The strips of coils at the Richmond show had 13 stamps with double
perforations. There was even a strip of 13 of the 1983 32¢ Maple Leaf coil with
two extra rows of perforations, a triple perf variety. However, all the coils from
the 1969 6¢ orange Centennial coil onwards were perforated just 12 rows at a
time. This is borne out by imperforate coil varieties which usually have 12 rows
of perforations missing, and by such irregularities such as bent perforation pins
which repeat every 12 rows.

Three strips of coils with fake double perforations as acquired
by John Jamieson of Saskatoon Stamp Centre:
10¢ Queen Elizabeth Caricature; 14¢ Parliament; 32¢ Maple Leaf.
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An imperforate coil strip caused by a missing strike of the perforator affects
13 stamps. Eleven are completely imperforate and two are imperforate on one
side only. Whoever produced these fakes must have thought that since a missing
strike affects 13 stamps, an extra strike should also affect 13.

Fake Perfs on the “A” Coil Explained in Detail

The “A” coil John Jamieson acquired has a second anomaly that provesitisa
fake. This strip is illustrated at right, with two sets of numbers above it and one
set below. The numbers beginning with “F” refer to the fake perforations, the “P”
numbers refer to the genuine perforations, and the “S” numbers refer to the stamps.
The stamp numbers go up to 36 and then start over at 1. The stamps are numbered
this way because there is a design jump between stamps S36 and S1.

All coils from the 6¢ orange Centennial onwards are printed from two plates,
each with 36 rows by 20 columns of stamps. Each plate is fixed to a printing
cylinder, and forms a semicircle around it. Where the two plates meet, there is
usually a design jump or spacing variety between the last stamp on one plate
and the first on the next. The design jump on the “A” strip appears as a slight
(0.5 mm) downwards shift of stamp S1 relative to stamp S36.

The coils also have “perforation jumps” after every 12 rows of perforations.
These are caused by successive strikes of the perforator. The perforation jump
on the “A” strip occurs on stamp S4. The perforations to the left of stamp S4 are
all centred, whereas the perforations to the right of S4 are shifted to the left,
causing the stamps to be off-centred. Because of the shift, stamp S4 is smaller
than normal. All the perforations up to P12 belong to one strike of the perforator,
and those numbered from P1 on belong to the next strike. There is also a minor
spacing irregularity in the normal perforations beginning at P7. At this point,
the perforations are shifted slightly to the right. This is not caused by a strike
misalignment, but rather by a spacing variation in the rows of pins.

On the “A” strip, the fake perforations are always exactly the same distance
from the normal perforations, and to the right of them. If the same perforator
produced the normal and extra perforations, this would be impossible. To see
why, consider the spacing irregularity between P12 and P1 caused by the strike
misalignment. The fake row of perforations at F6 is the same distance from P1
as F5 is from P12. This means that there is a spacing irregularity in the fake
perforations between F5 and F6. However, if rows F5 and Fé are in the middle
of the perforator, a strike misalignment could not possibly occur at this point.
Therefore, the spacing irregularity in the extras perforations should not exist.

The spacing anomaly in the extra perforations implies that they were
produced one row at a time, unlike the normal perforations, which were
produced 12 rows at a time. The faker took pains to position each row of extra
perforations at precisely the same distance to the left of the normal ones, thus
inadvertently mirroring the spacing irregularities in the normal perforations.
He did not realize that he was reproducing a strike misalignment in the middle
of the supposed extra strike.

The 32¢ Maple Leaf Coil
There as another anomaly on the 32¢ Maple Leaf coil. The genuine perforations
have one or more crooked holes in most rows, the result of bent perforation pins.
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There are no such irregularities in the extra rows of perforations. All the extra
holes are perfectly aligned. Obviously, the regular and extra perforations were
not produced by the same perforator.
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Enlargement of the 32¢ Maple Leaf coil shows the minor spacing and alignment
irreqularities in the genuine perforations caused by bent pins, and the perfectly
aligned holes of the fake perforations.

Fake Extra Perfs on the 6¢ Pearson Caricature?
The individual
offering the coils at
the Richmond show
also had several
blocks of the 1973 6¢
Pearson Caricature
definitive, including a
lower left plate block
with the horizontal
and vertical perfora-
tions doubled. Given
the source of the see
block, the chances that
it is a fake are very
high. Unlike the coil
strips, unfortunately,
there are no known
perforation anomalies
to prove this.
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A Very Doubtful Variety:
The 6¢ Pearson block with
extra horizonal and
vertical perforations,
acquired from the same
source as the fake coil
double perfs.
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Extra Perfs on the $2.00 McAdam Station

A similar “variety” exists on the 1989 $2.00 McAdam Railway Station
definitive, offered in a March 1996 auction by Regency Stamps Ltd. of St. Louis,
Missouri. In this case, there is no doubt that the extra perforations are fake. The
$2.00 McAdam Station stamp was first printed by the British American Bank
Note Company (BABN) who perforated it by feeding the sheets vertically
through a two-row comb perforator. The perforating technique is confirmed by
a spectacular missing strike error described in the 2 January 1990 issue of
Canadian Stamp News. In 1992, the Canadian Bank Note Company (CBN) took
over the printing contract, and perforated their printings by feeding the sheets
sideways through a one-row comb perforator. The short column of the extra
vertical holes in the bottom row of stamps might have been produced by the
CBN sideways perforation method. This hole pattern could not possibly have
been produced by the BABN vertical perforation. Unfortunately for the faker,
he chose to ply his dubious craft on a block with the unmistakable characteristics
of the BABN printing.

The British American Bank Note printing of the 1989 $2.00 McAdam Railway Station
with fake extra perforations in both directions.

Other “Extra Perforation” Varieties

Over the past few years, several other fake extra perforation varieties have
appeared on the market. In a December 1996 auction, Paradise Valley Stamp
Company of Scottsdale, Arizona had a lower left plate block of four of the 1989
$2.00 McAdam Station with a quite different extra perforation variety. The
auctioneer, Mr. Torbjorn Bjork, withdrew the lot from the auction because the
extra perforations were fake.

On this plate block, the vertical perforations are doubled but there are no
extra horizontal perforations. The fake is easy to detect by someone familiar
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with comb perforating characteristics. Where the extra vertical perforations cross
the normal horizontal ones, the holes do not line up so there should be extra
horizontal perforations along with the extra vertical ones. Since there aren’t
any, the extra vertical perforations could not have been produced by the comb
perforator used by the printer, British American Bank Note Company. Thus
this variety is a fake.

Similar fakes are known on the 1978 14¢ Ice Vessels quartet, described in
the 11 September 1990 issue of Canadian Stanp News, and on the Canadian Bank
Note printing of the 1977 1¢ and 2¢ Floral definitives. The latter were offered in
a June 1994 auction conducted by Jim Hennock Ltd., and were clearly identified
as fakes in the auction catalogue.
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The 1978 14¢ Ice Vessels block with fake extra vertical perforations. Such a variety could not be
produced by the comb perforator used by the printer of this stamp.

Mr. Bjork withdrew several other extra perforation lots from the December
1996 Paradise Valley Stamp Company auction because they were consigned by
the same person as the $2.00 McAdam Station variety, and they all appeared to
be fake. This person is from the Toronto area.

The lots in question included a peculiar part perforate variety on the Hong
Kong 1968 $1.00 Coat-of Arms definitive, and several examples of the British
Commonwealth King George V and George VIstamps perforated “SPECIMEN”,
both straight line and horseshoe shaped.

Mr. Bjork also rejected some high value 1898 Jubilee stamps from the same
individual because they were proofs perforated to look like the issued stamps.
Collectors of classic material, as well as modern, should beware of fake
perforations.
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Part Imperforate Strips
In 1995 and 1996, two prominent Toronto auction houses and one in Hong
Kong offered several peculiar part imperforate varieties on Canadian stamps
similar to the Hong Kong piece withdrawn by Mr. Bjork. The included:

1. a strip of three of the 1958 5¢ Champlain commemorative
2. a strip of three of the 1959 Royal Visit stamp
3. a strip of four of the 1964 Royal Visit issue.

In all three cases, the top or bottom of t